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Senator Davidson of DeWitt moved
that both the resolution and amendment
be laid on the table until after morning
call next Monday morning.

Carried.

, APPOINTMENT.

The President announced the appoint-
ment by Lieutenant-Governor-elect Neal
of Albert Hill, of Lavaca county, as
porter, which appointment was previous-
ly overlooked.

(Senator Stafford in the chair.)

ADJOURNMENT.

On motion of Senator Sebastian, the
Senate, at 2:50 o’clock p. m., adjourned
until 10 o’clock a. m. tomorrow.

FOURTH DAY.

Senate Chambér,
Austin, Texas, Friday, Jan. 16, 1903.
Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
Lieutenant Governor Browning in the

chair.
Roll call. Quorum present, the follow-
ing Senators answering to their names:

Present—29.
Beaty. Harper.
Brachfield. Hicks.
Cain. Hill.
Davidson of Lipscomb.
DeWitt. McKamy.
Pavidson of Mills.
Galveston. Morris.
Decker. Patteson.
Douglass. Paulus.
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk. Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Grinnan. Stafford.
Hale. Willacy.
Harbison. Wilson.
Henderson. :
Absent.
"Martin.
Absent—Excused.
Hanger.

Prayer by Chaplain, Rev. L. 8. Davep-
port.

Pending the reading of the Journal of
yesterday,

On motion of Senator Savage, the
same was dispensed with.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION NO. I—CALLED UP
AND WITHDRAWN.

Senator Savage called .up Senate Con-
current Resolution No. 1, as follows:

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 1.

Resolved, by the Senate, the House of
Representatives concurring, That a joint
committee be appointed, consisting of
three Senators and three Representa-
tives, to be selected by the President and
Speaker, to notify the Governor that the
Senate has completed its organization
and is now ready for business.

And withdrew the same.

NOTIFICATION COMMITTEE.

Senator Savage moved that the Presi-
dent of the Senate appoint a committee
of three Senators to notify the Governor
that the Senate is organized and ready to
proceed with business.

The chair appointed Senators Savage,
Hanger and McKamy.

HOUSE NOTIFICATION COMMITTEE
REPORTS.

Representatives Green, Alderdice and
Hagan, Committee on Notification from
the Honorable House of Representatives,
here appeared at the bar of the Senate
and reported that the House was or-
ganized and ready for business.

EXCUSED.

On motion of Senator Davidson of Gal-
veston, Senator Beaty was excused from
further attendance on the Senate today,
on account of important business.

On motion of Senator Perkins, Senator
Martin was excused from attendance on
the Senate today, on account of sickness.

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.

By Senator Wilson: :

Senate bill No. 1, a bill to be entitled
“An Act appropriating One Hundred and
Ten Thousand Dollars to pay mileage
and per diem of members, officers and
employes of the Twenty-eighth Legisla-
ture.”

Read first time, and referred te Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Senator Wilson:

Senate bill No. 2, a bill to be entitled
“An Act appropriating Twenty Thous-
and Dollars to pay the contingent ex-
penses of the Twenty-eighth Legisla-
ture.”

Read first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Senator Stafford:

Senate bill No. 3, a bill to be entitled
“An Act to repeal an act to incorporate
the town of Zavala, in Smith county,
Texas, passed at the session of the Thir-
teenth Legislature, approved May 17,
1873.”
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Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1.

By Senator Savage:

Senate bill No. 4, a bill to be entitled
“An Act to create, establish and main-
tain a branch asylum or home for the
care, treatment and support of white
jdiots and imbeciles of this state, and
to make an appropriation therefor.”

Read first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on Asylums.

By Senator Savage:

Senate bill No. 5, a bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 5080, Chapter
2, Title CIV, of the Revised Civil Stat-
utes of the State of Texas, by adding a
new article, to be known as ‘Article
5080a.” »

Read first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on State Affairs.

By Senator Faulk:

Senate bill No. 6, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to create a more efficient road
law for Henderson county; creating the
office of county road superintendent, pre-
‘scribing his qualifications and duties;
providing for working county and State
convicts and delinquent poll tax payers
on public roads; rewards and penalties
for escaped convicts; for the appoint-
ment and duties of road overseers, and
fixing amount of their pay, and preserib-
ing penalties against road overseers,
bands and road superintendent, and pre-
seribing the duties of the county attor-
ney, grand jury and district judge in
seeing its provisions enforced; fixing
width of public roads, and providing how
they shall be worked, graded, etc.; for
the building of bridges, culverts, etc., by
the lowest responsible bidder, the plan
for which is furnished by the county su-
perintendent; for the hiring of teams,
tools and wagons by the county superin-
tendent and overseers, and relieving of
hands by paying $4.00 per annum; and
opening up two first-class roads running
east and west and mnorth and south
through the county seat; and for the ap-
propriation of the taxes collected in each
commissioners precinct; fixing the ages
and persons liable to work on roads; pro-
viding for the levy of road and bridge
tax, and issuance of bonds for road and
bridge purposes;. and fixing the bonds of
the county superintendent and road over-
seers, and penalties to be recovered in
case of a breach thereof; and providing
that, in cases where there is a conflict
in this and the general laws of the State,
this supersedes the general law, and
where there is no conflict the general law
still remaing in force.”

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1.

By Senator Davidson of Galveston:

Senate bill No. 7, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to confer upon the county court.
of Matagorda county the civil and crim-
inal jurisdiction belonging to said court
under the Constitution and general stat-
utes of Texas; to define the jurisdiction
of said court; to conform the jurisdie-
tion of the distriet court of said county -
to said change; to fix the time of holding
court, and to repeal all laws in conflict
with this act.”

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1.

By Senator Mills:

Senate bill No. 8, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Section 1, Chapter
128, of an act passed by the Twenty-
sixth Legislature of the State of Texas,
and sent to the Governor for his approv-
al on the 20th day of May, A. D. 1899,
entitled ‘An Act providing a mode by
which horses, mules, jacks, jennets and
cattle may be prevented from running at
large in the following counties, viz.:
Cooke, Bell, Ellis, Montague, Fayette,
Johnson, Collin, Rockwall, Lamar, Mi-
lam, Denton, Falls, Navarro, Fannin,
Hunt, Tarrant, Grayson, Guadalupe, Dal-
las, Austin, Brazos, Lavaca, Colorado,
Washington; Williamson, Smith, Delta,
so as to place McLennan and Limestone
counties under the provisions of said
chapter, and to declare an emergency.”

Read first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on Stock and Stock-raising.

By Senator Beaty:

Senate bill No. 9, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Section 13, Chapter -
12, of ‘An Act to incorporate the city of
Beaumont; to grant it a special charter,
and fix its boundaries,’ adopted by the
Twenty-sixth Legislature, relating to the
treasurer of said city, so as to provide
that he shall be treasurer of the school
fund of said city, defining his duties and
fixing compensation for all duties per-
formed by him as such treasurer of the
city of Beaumont, and to repeal all laws
and parts of laws in conflict herewith.”

Read first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on City and Town Corporations.

By Senator Paulus:.

Senate bill No. 10, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 1742, Chapter
5, Title XXXVI, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, relating to the man-
ner of holding elections and returns
therefor.”

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1.

(Senator Sebastian in the chair.)

By Senator Lipscomb:
Senate bill No. 11, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 1914, Title
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XXXIX, of the Revised Civil Statutes of
the State of Texas, of 1895, and to cre-
ate the office of public administrator of
estates of decedents, and to provide for
the elections of persons fo that office;
and to define the qualifications therefor,
and regulating the rights, power and du-
ties of the office.”

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1.

By Senator Beaty: ,

Senate bill No. 12, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 605, Title XV,
Chapter 3, of the Penal Code of the State
of Texas, adopted at the Regular Session
of the Twenty-fourth Legislature, 1895,
relating to assaults to commit some
other offense, by fixing the punishment
for assault with intent to commit mur-
der, and repealing all laws in conflict
therewith.”

Read first time, and reefrred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 2.

By Senator Decker:

Senate bill No. 13, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Chapter 2, Title VII,
of the Penal Code, and to prevent the
sale and purchase of certain merchandige
on Sunday.”

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 2.

By Senator Harbison:

Senate bill No. 14, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to validate the titles to certain
lands located and patented in Carson,
Dallam and Hutchinson counties, since
July 14, 1879.”

Read first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on Public Lands and Land Office.

By Senator Decker:

Senate bill No. 15, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to change and prescribe the
time for holding district courts in the
Thirty-first Judicial District.”

Read first time, and referred to Com- |

mittee on Judicial Districts.

By Senator Stafford, S. C. R. No. 2:

“Whereas, The Twenty-seventh Legis-
lature of Texas made an appropriation
for the execution in.marble of the life
size statues of General Sam Houston
and Stephen F. Austin, as modeled by
our gifted artist, Elizabet Ney, to be
placed within our great Capitol; and,

Whereas, Said statues have been
wrought and stand now in their places
in our said Capitol, ready to be un-
veiled; and,

Whereas, The appropriation was made
during the administration of our dis-
tindguished Governor, Joseph D. Sayers;
and,

Whereas, The Daughters of the Re-
public of Texas, an organization com-

posed of the widows and female de-
scendants of those who served the Re-
public of Texas in a military or civil
way, have respectfully requested this
Legislature to bave such unveiling cere-
monies during the present administra-
tion and before its retirement, which
request is reasonable and just, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate, the House of
Representatives concurring:

1. That the unveiling ceremonies of
said statues take place on the evening
of the 19th day of January, 1903.

2. That all arrangements for such
ceremonies be placed in the hands of
Governor Joseph D. Sayers, and that he
be empowered to select such person or
persons to unveil said statues as he ma
deem proper, and that he be 'selected
by the Legislature to make the oration
accepting said statues on the part of the
State.

3. That the Daughters of the Repub-
lic of Texas, through its gifted mem-
ber, Mrs. Cornelia Branch Stone, of Gal-
veston, Texas, be permitted at such cer-
emonies to thank the Legislature for its

1 graceful recognition of two of our Texas

heroes.

HOUSE ORGANIZATION REPORTED.

The following report from the House
was made to the Senate:

To Hon. J. N. Browning, Lieutenant
Governor.

Mr. PresipENT: I am directed by
the House to inform the Senate that the
House is organized by the election of the
following officers:

Chief Clerk, Bob Barker.

Sergeant-at-Arms, Jno. R. Southwell.

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms. Roy V.
Crowder.

Reading Clerk, Mark Logan.

Assistant Reading Clerk, Lee Satter-
white.

Journal Clerk, Marshall Burney.

Assistant Journal Clerk, J. L. Robin-
son.

Calendar Clerk, T. L. Childs.

Engrossing Clerk, J. E. McFarland.

Enrolling Clerk, R. L. Neal.

Doorkeeper, M. G. Goss.

Assistant Doorkeeper, Milton Brown.

Postmaster, Mrs. E. Barrow.

Assistant Postmaster. Miss Sallye I
Meador.

Chaplain, Rev. L. L. Tucker.

And that the House is now ready to
proceed with business.

BoB BARKER,

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives.
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NOTIFICATION COMMITTEE RE-
PORTS.

The Senate Committee on notification
to the Governor appeared at the bar of
the Senate and reported that the Sen-
ate’s message had been delivered. The
committee was discharged.

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR.

The following messages were received
from the Governor: '

To the Senate and House of Representa-
tives:

Though more severely afflicted than in
any like period of its existence, except
only during our civil war, the advance-
ment of the State in all directions, for
the past four years, has been without
precedent in its history. The great over-
flow of the Brazos in 1899, desolating an
area of six hundred square miles of
unusual fertility; the destructive storm
on the southern coast in 1900; the severe
and wide-spread drouths of 1901 and
1902; and the ravages of the boll weevil
for three successive years—all have con-
spired to impair the confidence and
weaken the energy of the people.

Yet, notwithstanding these many and
heavy misfortunes, the ad valorem tax
values for 1902 have increased over those
in 1898 by $162,952,367, as against $72,-
507,482—the gain of 1898 over 1890 in
similar values; and that, too, without
additional legislation upon the subject.
This showing will appear the more re-
markable in view of the faet, which can-
not be controverted, that a larger amount
of property now escapes taxation and,
when listed, it is at a less rate as com-
pared with its true market value, than
ever before.

The increase of railway track mileage,
not including switches and sidings, from
June 30, 1898, to December 1, 1902, was
1344 miles, as against 886 miles con-
structed during the seven years prior to
~ June . 30, 1898; the number of miles
under actual construction, and not in
operation on December 1, 1902, was 450;
and the completion of 600 additional
miles may be reasonably expected dur-
ing the present year should the money
market continue in easy condition. This

does not include 45 miles of electrical
railway, also built and in operation.

On September 20, 1898, there were do-
ing business in the State 196 national
banks, with a capital of $19,205,000, de-
posits of $37,895,000, and resources of
$77,553,000; on September 15, 1902, the
number of these associations had grown
to 339, with a capital of $25,261,000, de-
posits of $74,042,000, and resources of
$142,632,000.

In manufacturing plants of many
kinds there has been marked growth—
foreshadowing the no distant day when
the great abundance of almost every va-
riety of raw material will be converted
by home skill and industry'into finished
products, and in such form exported to
other States and countries.

Nor has agriculture lagged behind in
the march of improvement. The move-
ment toward the diversification of crops
has been strong, steady and general.
For the want of reliable data, brief men-
tion can only be made of this, by far the
greatest and most valuable of all indus-
tries in the State. In 1898 but 18,000-
acres of rice, with a yield of 180,000
bags, were under cultivation; in 1902
the area had been enlarged to 200,000
acres, with an estimated output of
2,000,000 bags. The rice mills in 1900
numbered 5; in 1902 they had increased
to 16. Garden and orchard products for
other markets are being extensively cul-
tivated in many parts of the State.
From two roads only, the International
& Great Northern and the Cotton Belt,
has it been practicable to secure reliable
information as to these industries. Over
them were hauled 571 carloads of fruits
and vegetables in 1898; the number of
carloads in 1902 aggregated 2905. The
value of the domestic exports through
the Texas ports on the Gulf coast were
$115,114,642 in 1902; in 1898 they were
$78,633,301.

The discovery of oil has had a most
wonderful influence in attracting the
world’s attention to the State, and the
indications are that its varied mineral
deposits will not much longer continue
unknown. o

Nor has the advancement been con-
fined to material interests. An earnest-
ness, never befotre exceeded, is being
shown in religious and educational work,
that promises much for the betterment
of society and for the wider dissemina-
tion of knowledge.

Other events worthy of recall have oc-
curred during the past four years. It
has been an object with the present ad-
ministration to bring the State in close
touch with the other commonwealths of
the Union, and it has happened, with
benefit to all, that large delegations of
active and enterprising business men
have come from the great eastern and
western cities to personally aecquaint:
themselves with the resources of the
State and the character of its people;
and strong assurances have been given
that they all returned to their homes
much gratified, indeed, with what they
had seen and heard.

The late President of the United
States also visited the State, and was
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most cordially received everywhere, and
in view of his tragic and untimely death,
so soon thereafter, it is pleasant to re-
cord that he appreciated, to the fullest
degree, the many sincere courtesies ex-
tended him.

And it should not be forgotten that
at the city of Dallas were assembled two
large and exceptional gatherings—the
genera.l reunion of the survivors of the
Southern armies of our civil war, and
the general conference of one of the lar-

t and most influential religious bodies
of the country. On both occasions the
distinguished guests were the recipients
of open and gemerous hospitality by the
city.

‘}?’Vith this information as to the gen-
eral condition of the State, which, by
the Constitution, it is made the duty of
the Governor to give, the following mat-
ters of administration and legislation,
with a review of the conduct of the State
government for the past four years, as
has been the custom, is submitted the
Legislature for its consideration:

THE GENERAL REVENUE.

At the expiration of an honorable and
successful service of four years, my im-
mediate predecessor was able to advise
the Legislature that the public finances
were then in a very satisfactory condi-
tion. It is, indeed, gratifying to be able
to now give a like assurance. The net re-
ceipts to the general revenue for the year
ending August 31, 1898, amounted to
$2,757,070, those for the year ending Au-
gust 31, 1902, to $3,046,434—notwith-
standing the reduction of the rate of tax-
ation under the Act of February 19,
1900, from twenty cents on the one hun-
dred dollars to sixteen and two-thirds
cents. On the first day of the present
month the cash balance in the treasury
to the credit of the general revenue was
$665,113.34. The -aggregate of all exist-
ing and unexpended appropriations, for
whatever purpose, on that day—includ-
ing deficiencies for the past and present
fiscal years, which amount to $382,700—
was $2,549,250. The receipts to the gen-
eral revenue for the current fiscal year,
as estimated by the Comptroller. will
aggregate $3,050,000, of which $600,330
was paid into the treasury on and before
December 31, 1902, leaving a balance, to
be thereafter collected, of $2,449,670.
Deducting the deficiencies for both years
and the unexpended appropriations from
the cash balance and the uncollected re-
ceipts, on the first instant, there should
be a real surplus in the treasury on Au-
gust 31, 1903, of not less than $565,533;
the cash balance, however, should be
larger. In this estimate, are not.in-

cluded appropriations by the present
Legislature, except for deficiencies. To
avoid comnfusion, it should be remarked
that under the Act of February 12, 1801,
the appropriation year now runs with
the fiscal and ends August 31, and not
February 28, as heretofore.

It is estimated by the Comptroller that
the net receipts to the general revenue
for the year ending August 31, 1904, will
be $3,100,000; and assuming that the re-
ceipts for the year thereaifter will be
fully as large, it is deemed safe to ad-
vise that the present Legislature may
appropriate, for all purposes, in addi-
tion to that required for deficiencies dur-
the past and present fiscal years, a sum
not exceeding $6,000,000 for the two
years ending August 31, 1905, and to
meet the expense incident go its session,
without danger to the tréasury. Care
should be taken, however, that the ap-
propriations be so distributed as to have
a cash balance in the treasury, on the
first day of August, of not less than
$700,000—because, during the months of
June, July, August, September and Octo-
ber, the revenues are always much less
than the expenditures. :

The bonded indebtedness of the State
aggregates $3,989,400, all of which is
held by the State, in trust, for the per-
manent school fund, the University, the
Agricultural and Mechanical College,
and several of the eleemosynary institu-
tions, except $687,800, which is owned
by individuals. Every effort has been
made by the present State Board of Edu-
cation to purchase the latter amount for
the permanent school fund, but without
suceess; so highly are the securities of
the State valued in the world’s markets..
Certain of the bonds will mature in
1904, and provision should be made for
their redemption or renewsal, as deemed
advisable. Those in private hands
should be paid, or secured for the per-
manent school fund. On account of the
urgent need of this fund for the invest-
ment of its large money credits in the
treasury, it has not been found practica-
ble to comply with the Act of June 5,
1899, which authorized'the purchase of
bonds to serve as a sinking fund for the
payment of such State indebtedness as.
will fall due in 1904.

Of the expenditures since January,
1899, the following were for permanent
improvements and property: State Lun-
atic Asylum, $134,980; North Texas In-
sane Asylum, $163,774; Southwestern
Insane Asylum, $29,790; Epileptic Col-
ony, $100,328; Deaf and Dumb Asylum,
$135,763; Blind Asylum, $28,750; Deaf,
Dumb and Blind Asylum for Colored
Youths, $18,460; Confederate Home,
$28,839; Orphans’ Home, $13,510; fire
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escapes for eleemosynary institutions,
$14,000; State University, $108,270; A.
and M. College and experimental sta-
tions, $153,891; Prairie View Normal,
$36,869; North Texas Normal, $5,317;
Southwest Texas Normal, $30,056; Sam
Houston Normal, $12,600; Quarantine
Department, two vessels, $29,829; Indus-
trial School for Girls, $13,184; convict
farm in Brazoria county, $77,261; San
Jacinto Battle Field, $7,390; Houston
and Austin statues, $9,000; on Houston
statue at Washington, $3,500; on monu-
ment to Albert Sydney Johnston, $2,000;
total, $1,157,261. )

To this should be added the further
sum of $491,653, under the ex-Confeder-
ate Pension Act of May 12, 1899; on
claims against the Republie, $15,000;
returned to the United States Govern-
ment, $45,125; and $17,180 to reimburse
the permanent free school fund-—these
being extraordinary expenditures—mak-
ing a sum total of $1,726,221 for per-
manent improvements and property and
unusual purposes.

THE PERMANENT FREE SCHOOL FUND.

.When the present administration was
inaugurated in January, 1899, it was
-confronted with the fact that the perma-
nent free school fund had not received
its full share of the public domain as
-determined by the Constitution, and for
that reason the validity of a very large
number of titles emanating from the
State was being seriously questioned.

The decision of May 23, 1898, in the
case of Hogue vs. Baker brought the
matter prominently and directly before
the public.

It was, therefore, of prime importance,
as well to the permanent free school
fund as to those whose holdings were
under titles from the State since the
adoption of the Constitution, that the
question should be speedily settled and
g0 as to estop further controversy.

Accordingly, the law of March 2, 1899,
was enacted—directing the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office, among
other things, to ascertain and report the
amount of public domain owned by the
State when the Constitution was
adopted; the amount of such domain
that had thereafter been used or appro-
priated by the State; the amount that
had thereafter been transferred or in any
wise appropriated to the permanent free
school fund, together with the amount of
proceeds of any lands sold for the benefit
of said fund, other than the lands sold
as school lands; and any other matters
of charge or credit to the State, growing
out of the joint landed interest of the
State and the permanent free school

i

fund under the provisions of the Con-
stitution. ‘

Prior to 1899 there had been surveyed
for the permanent free school fund, and
in pursuance of the Constitution and
law, 38,976,653 acres, which includes
1,440,701 acres transferred by the Act of
April 18, 1899. To this amount should
be added 4,444,195 acres, and all of the
unappropriated public domain remaining
of whatever character and wherever locat-
ed except that in lakes, bays and islands
in the Gulf of Mexico within tide water
limits, and all future recoveries of land
by the State; and, also, the sum of $17,-
180.27. This appropriation of land and
money, by the Act of February 23, 1900,
was in response to the findings and re-
port of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office under the Act of Marech 2,
1899, and was declared to be a complete
and final adjustment and partition of
the public domain between the State and
this fund.

The further amount of 565,283 acres
is reported by the Commissioner of the
General Land Office to have been gained
by the fund under the Act of February
23, 1900. It may, therefore, be said that
the permanent free school fund has to
the present time received from the State,
from all sources, 43,986,131 acres of
land.

Of these lands 26,196,526 acres were
unsold on September 1, 1898, of which
10,728,630 acres were then under lease;
on September 1, 1902, the unsold portion
amounfed to 22,080,225 acres, and that
under lease to 13,700,235 acres. The
Act of May 10, 1899, was productive of
good results. The two agents authorized
were sent into the field so soon as it be-
came operative, and many of the lands
were found enclosed and occupied with-
out authority of law. The Attorney
General acted promptly in all cases of
unlawful enclosure and occupancy, when-
ever made known to him by the agents,
and from this source $94,909.86 has been
recovered and paid into the treas for
the benefit of the available school fund.

This act has been further beneficial in
forcing the lease of lands, and its effect
is to be seen in the large increase of rev-
enue. From September 1, 1898, to De-
cember I, 1902, the sum of $1,794,148.80
was paid into the treasury as rentals.
This sum—with the receipts from un-
lawful occupancy—exceeds the aggregate
of similar revenue during the previous
eight years by $160,264.

By these means and through the im-
provement in taxable values the availa-
ble school fund has been so increased—
vear by year—as to permit a larger per
capita distribution, notwithstanding the
rapid increase of the scholastic popula-
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tion and the annual loss of revenue from
the sale of timber, and of one per cent.
of the permanent fund. ]

It is believed that the public money
can nowhere be more profitably expended
than for the maintenance of these agents
to continually look after the public free
school lands. .

Because of the failure of the legisla-
tive branch of the government to enact
an effective mining law, the permanent
fund has sustained and is sustaining
losses that can hardly be overestimated.
Its attention has been repeatedly called
to the strong and urgent necessity of
such a measure. '

_No disinterested and thoughtful per-
son can read the able and exhaustive re-
port of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office without reaching the com-
clusion that there has been great lack
of watchfulness over this magnificent
heritage, which the courage and states-
manship of the founders of the Republic
made possible for the present and all
future generations to enjoy. He ex-
presses the opinion that, because of two
laws alone, the fund has lost from eight
to twelve millions of dollars.

Prior to June 30, 1899, the proceeds
from the sales of timber growing upon
these lands and amounting to $674,-
498.12 were credited to the available
school fund and so expended. Since that
date, however, all such proceeds have
been uniformly placed to the credit of
the permanent fund. The present Com-
missioner, shortly after entering upon
his official duties in 1899, considerably
increased the price of timber, realizing
on an average in his sales two dollars
per acre more than had before been re-
ceived. In the purchase of bonds when-
ever a premium has been paid the per-
menent fund has oftentimes and largely
"been depleted in the amount of such pre-
miums without provision for its resto-
'ration. Under the present administra-
‘tion the policy has been altogether dif-
'ferent, and in every instance where a
rpremium has been paid, not only was its
veturn to the permanent fund made cer-
ttain, but it also became interest bearing
‘while so used.

Under the Act of April 12, 1892,
transfers aggregating $1,336,391.88 were
‘made from the principal of the perma-
‘ment to the available scheol fund for ex-
penditure until its repeal, March 1, 1899.
‘These transfers averaged $190,913 per
-annum-—the last transfer being on July
‘30, 1898. On January 1, 1899, there was
to the credit of the fund $1,213,342.67
‘in money. Under the law then in force
it.was found impossible to secure invest-
‘ment; only $568,488 having been con-
verted into bonds during the previous
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two years. \The State Board of Educa-
tion was powerless to compete.

The Acts of March 1, 1899, April 20,
1899, and April 25, 1901, in giving the
State Board of Education an option on
all bonds afterward issued and authoriz-
ing investments bearing not less than
three per cent. interest per annum, and,
also, the purchase of the bonds of cities
and independent school districts, re-
lieved the situation.

From January 1, 1899, to December 1,
1902, including the amount on hand at
the date first mentioned, the money re-
ceipts to the fund amounted to $86,835,-
284.90, and of this $6,405,922.05 was in-
vested between said dates in the several
kinds of securities authorized by law.
In no instance was a purchase deter-
mined until the bonds had been approved
by the Attorney Gemeral, and, also, until
it had been satisfactorily shown to the
State Board of Education that the entire
indebtedness, including the bonds offered,
of the county, city or “distriet offering
them, did not exceed five per cent. of its
real estate values as shown by the latest
tax rolls. .

It is thought that witn the present
law all surplus money can be safely in-
vested within a reasonable time affer its
payment into the treasury, and that no
further legislation is now needed upon
the subject.

With the explanation given, it may be
stated that on September 1, 1902, the
permanent school fund consisted of 22,-
080,225 acres of land: $9,291,830.91 in
State, county, city and independent
school district bonds; $342,232.23 in the
bonds of the Texas & New Orleans Rail-
way Company; and $15,289,466.93 in
land notes. In this statement has been
omitted all the railroad bonds appearing
in the Treasurer’s report of the condi-
tion of the permanent school fund on
the date given, except those of the Texas
& New Orleans Railwavy Company, on
which the €nterest and sinking fund are
being semi-annually paid. The bonds
eliminated were purchased, prior to our
civil war, with five per cent. securities
of the United States, then owned by the
permanent school fund. It is suggested
that they should be omitted from all fu-
ture statements as misleading, unless the
Legislature shall, after a careful and
thorough examination into the subject,
hold them to be valid and subsisting.
No interest or sinking fund has been
paid on any of these bonds since March
1, 1898. Legislative investigation and
action is recommended.

THE AVAILABLE SCHOOL FUND.

Though deprived of the revenue aceru-
ing annually from the sale of timber and
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from the transfer to it of one per cent.
of the principal of the permanent fund,
the available fund has steadily increased
since September 1, 1900. ‘The receipts
for the present year, as estimated by the
Comptroller and Treasurer, will reach
$3,881,190, and will consist of the ad
valorem tax of eighteen cents on the one
hundred dollars, one-fourth of all occu-
pation taxes, one dollar poll tax, all in-
terest on bonds and notes, and land ren-
tals. But the amount thus realized will
not be the sum total of revenue for the
maintenance of the public free schools.
In the counties the State tund is sup-
plemented by receipts from their own
school lands, granted them for this pur-
pose, and by additional taxation in many
localities.

The Superintendent of Public Instrue-
tion expresses himself very hopefully as
to the future of the schools, and regards
as a certain and striking evidence of an
awakened energy among the people the
steady formatiof of independent dis-
tricts and the levy of local taxes by
them, and, also, by a large number of
the common school districts.

THE RAILWAY COMMISSION.,

There is no branch of the public serv-
ice in whose proper and successful ad-
ministration the people have a more di-
rect and substantial interest than the
one charged with railway supervision
and regulation. Prior to the organiza-
tion of the Commission in 1891, the pro-
visions of the Constitution and law re-
lating to railway corporations had been
ignored, and the wisdom and practica-
bility of their enforcement was gravely
doubted by many intelligent and well
meaning persons. The management of
the railways was then oftentimes con-
ducted regardless of the rights of indi-
viduals and of communities; and so
great and so many had the ®buses be-
come that a commission, vested with all
the authority of supervision and regula-
tion which the Legislature could confer,
became a necessity, and with it a limita-
tion upon the companies as to the issu-
ance of stock and bonds. Accordingly,
laws were enacted upon these lines, and
in the results from an operation of
eleven years their practical utility is
clearly and forcibly demonstrated; so
that, today, there are but few, if any,
well informed people, who would have
them repealed and the conditions prior
to 1891 restored.

Nor would the companies themselves,
however violent their antagonism may
first have been; for rate wars in the
State have ceased, and these holdings

have become permanent investments, and ~
do not now possess the speculative char- -
acteristics of former years. The owners.
of the railways are not only expending
annually large sums for their better-
ment, but they are extending upon direct
lines or through branches into adjacent.
territory. During the past four years,
fully eleven millions of dollars have been
disbursed in improvements, and 1344.
miles of trackage constructed between
June 30, 1898, and December 1, 1902.
This answer to the prediction, so fre
quently and by so many made, that the
railway laws of 1891 would not permit.
further extension in the State, is com-
plete and conclusive. .

And how have the people fared under
this legislation? In 1891 the number
of miles of railway was 8654, with out-
standing stock and bonds amounting to
$38,765 per mile; on December 1, 1902,
the number of miles, exclusive of yard
tracks and sidings, was 10,864, with an
aggregate in stock and bonds of $33,360
per mile—being a decrease per mile of
$5,405. This is the direct result of one
of these laws as enforced by the Com-
mission,
through reduced freight charges.

To better understand and appreciate
the value of the stock and bond law, it

should be noted that it went into effect

on August 8, 1893, and that the per
centage of increase in the total amount
of stock and bonds per mile was 4.67
per cent. for the year previous; whereas,
on the other hand, there have been de-
creases annually since it became opera-
tive, aggregating 13.94 per cent. to De-
cember 1, 1902.
Again, the average rate per tonm per
mile received on freight transported by
railways in the State was, during the
year ending June 30, 1891, 14.03 mills,
but for the year ending June 30, 1902,
it was 9.58 mills—a decrease of 4.45
mills per ton per mile. This may appear
a very trifling difference, indzed, and un-
worthy of comsideration, but when it is
multiplied by the number of ton miles
for freight hauled in the State, the ag-
gregate covers many millions of dollars.
To be more specific, the averzge ton rate
per mile for the year ending Jume 30,
1899, was 10.73 mills, 'and for the year
ending June 30, 1902, it was 9.58 mills
—an apparently very small decrease of
1.15 mills under the preceding year, yet
if the roads had continued to receive be-
tween these dates the rates for the year
first named, the sum total of their
freight revenues would have been $7,-
491,576 greater than they actually were.
In fairness it may also be urged, in
favor of the Commission, that the serv-
ice of the roads has been much improved.

the benefit of which comes -
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From the facts given, the advantages
that have accrued and will eontinue to
accrue, both to the public and to the
railway companies, from the Commission
and the stock and bond laws, must be
admitted to be many and substantial.
It is well to note that the Commission
has been very materially strengthened
by the Act of May 16, 1899, in regard to
rebates and diseriminations, which will,
if rigidly and impartially enforced, do
much toward the correction of these
evils. The policy of the present admin-
istration in reference to railways has
been to require the construction of addi-
tional mileage whenever a privilege has
been granted, and wherever practicable,
to force them into each other’s territory,
thereby creating a competition that will
be beneficial to the publie.

It must be evident to every thoughtful
mind, at all acquainted with the condi-
tions in the State, that the people can-
not safely rely upon the cultivation only
of what may be regarded as the staple
crops. These must be supplemented by

.such other products as are adapted to
our soils and climate to insure perma-
nent and growing prosperity. Many of
these products are classed as perishable
and therefore require convenient, ready
and cheap transit to markets other than
local. Besides a very large excess over
what can be consumed within the State
may easily and certainly be produced,
year by year. For this purpose, in-
creased railway facilities become a prime
necessity, or orchard and garden culti-
vation upon an extensive scale can not
be profitably undertaken and prosecuted.

The report of the Railroad Commission
is full of interest, and must be carefully
considered in order to reach a correct
understanding of the character and ex-
tent of its work.

. Before concluding this subject, it will
not be considered inappropriate to allude
to a gentleman to whom the State is
greatly indebted, not only for his labors
upon the Commission, but also for his
services to the people in every capacity,
to which he has been called. With an
official record, longer and more contin-
uous than that of any other person
within the State, it is a matter of sin-
cere and great gratification that he has
at all times and in all circumstances dis-
charged every duty ably, honestly, faith-
fully, and with a wiew only to the pro-
motion of the general welfare. He re-
tires to private life in the full enjoy-
ment of the love and confidence of all,
followed by the earnest wish of every
one that his remaining years may be as
happy as his past career has been useful
and honorable. The man, to whom this
reference is made, is John H. Reagan.

THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.

From December 15, 1900, to August
31, 1902, there was collected and paid
into the treasury, through this office,
$136,220.51; also, county, city and
school district bonds, aggregating $12,-
243,138, were examined and approved.
Though showing these transactions and
the disposition of much litigation, in
which the State has been involved, the
report of the Attorney General omits an
account of a very large amount of busi-
ness, fully as important, that has also
received his attention.

THE COMPTROLLER’S DEPARTMENT.

The report of the Comptroller, with
the tables compiled, should have most
careful attention from the Legislature.
The information given, with accompany-
ing data, is such as can be had nowhere
else; and no legislation affecting the
finances of the State can be safely un-
dertaken and enacted without an ac-
quaintance with the character and de-
tails of the report. The Comptroller
recommends legislative action looking to
the improvement of the present system
for the assessment and collection of
taxes. The subject was brought to the
attention- of the Twenty-sixth and
Twenty-seventh Legislatures, but noth-
ing was done. It is strictly true that
the amount of property escaping taxa-.
tion steadily increases year by year, and
that when rendition is made, it is so
rated as to hardly reach one-third of its
true market value. A favorite and un-
concealed method of defrauding the gen-
eral revenue and available school fund
prevails in many of the counties through
the maintenance of the county rate at a
high and unnecessary figure, and as com-
pensation to the tax payers the lowering
of assessment values. This procedure re-
sults in loss to the funds mentioned.

Again, the disparity among the coun-
ties in the valuation of lands is such
that, when generally understood, cannot
but cause great discontent. Investiga-
tion will show that the poorer and less
fertile lands are assessed much higher
in proportion to their value than are
the richer and more productive. No
greater evil can exist in government than
unjust and discriminating taxation, in-
tentionally imposed or resulting from
failure to require every interest of what-
ever character to contribute its full pro-
portion to the support of the public serv-
ice. The mandatory provision of the
Constitution that all property, whether
owned by natural persons or corpora-
tions, shall be taxed in proportion to its
value, has been openly disregarded for
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many years, and today, is practically a
nullity. It is unfortunately too true
that men, who are honest in their pri-
vate dealings, will unhesitatingly de-
fraud the government of its just dues
through taxation, provided no serious
penalty follows.

The Comptroller asks for an appro-
priation necessary for the preservation
of the records of his department, which
should be allowed.

THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

The report from this office shows that
the work done during the past four years
has been much greater than at any like
‘period since it has been established.
The prosperity of the State—especially
in those sections where the public free
school lands are situated—has created
an unusual demand, and the office has
been compelled to continually exert its
full strength in order to accommodate
those seeking to lease or purchase.

The Commissioner details its opera-
tions in an explicit manner, and strongly
criticises the various acts of legislation
touching the public. and free school
lands. It is to be regretted that his
criticisms are altogether too just, and
that the disposition of the lands has not
been attended with that care for the per-
manent school fund to which it is so well
entitled. If there be further legislation
respecting them, it should not be over-
looked that a very large portion, yet un-
sold, cannot be used for agriculture, and
any radical change, unless carefully con-
sidered. may result in loss to both the
permanent and available school funds.
The service of the present Commissioner
is to be recognized in the large increase
of the number of leases and sales—in
the better prices obtained for the timber
than heretofore—and in his successful
investigation into the unlawful occu-
pancy of lands, resulting in the payment
of near one hundred thousand dollars
into the treasury.

The fees received by this office
amounted to $81,756 from May 14, 1899,
to January 1, 1903.

In a comunication, sinee his report,
the Commissioner urges the appoint-
ment of a representative of the State
to act with a like one from the United
Stats government in establishing the
boundary line between Texas and New
Mexico and between Texas and Okla-
homa—it being understood that the
boundary line between Texas and New
Mexico as surveyed and marked by the
United States Commisioner, John H.
Clark, in 1858, 1859 and 1860, shall be
retraced, and that said line shall be
definitely marked by building perma-

nent monuments thereon at suitable and
convenient distances along the same.
from the northwest corner of El Paso
county to the southeast corner of New
Mexico, and to the northwest corner of
Texas, and also that the line from the
northeast cormer of Texas south to the
Red River shall be established. The
larger number of monuments erected by
Clark were made of earthen mounds.
Some of them have already become oblit-
erated and others will soon follow. In
the opinion of the Commissioner, unless
action be taken by the Legislature in the
matter, all of these mounds will finally
disappear and probably cause the loss
of a large scope of territory to the State.
He recommends the appointment of a
thoroughly practical, skilled and scien-
tifiec surveyor, to be made by the Com-
missioner of -the General Land Office,
with the approval of the Governor, and
that $25,000 be appropriated to pay all
expense. His recommendations should
have prompt and favorable considera-
tion.

THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT.

The total amount of business—re-
ceipts and disbursements—transacted by
this department from January 2, 1899,
to September 1, 1902, was $61,589,982.66
-—an increase of $11,940,920.78 over the
like next preceding period. The Treas-
urer calls attention to the fact that a
change has been made from the custom
that has prevailed for many years, and
that only cash payments can be received
on land accounts, which annually cover
a very large sum of money in separate
receipts. He recommends that a provis-
ion be made for such payments so as to
involve the least possible expense to the
people, and at the samie time protect the
State against loss. Also, additional of-
fice space.

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE.

Considering the very small force al-
lowed, the work imposed upon this office
during the past four years has bheen
altogether too much. Because of the
Spanish-American War the Volunteer
Guard had become reduced in 1898 to
three batteries of artillery, with two
guns each, two companies of white and
four companies of colored infantry, and
one band. In 1899 jts reorganization
was begun, and through the well di-
rected energy of the Adjutant General
it now consists of sixty-four company,
troop, battery and band organizations—
aggregating in officers and enlisted men
2,987—all well armed and equipped. As
will be seen from his report, companies
of the guard have been on several emer-
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gencies, called upon to do very important
service. Whenever so ordered they have
always responded with alacrity and dis-
charged the duties required of them in
a manner worthy the strongest approval.
It is proper to say that in no instance
has a call for troops been made, except
upon the written request of the proper
civil authorities. The policy of ade-
- quately providing for anhual encamp-
ments, and for the compensation of such
of the guard as may be needed to aid the
civil authorities in the maintenance of
order and in the protection of life and
property, cannot be too forcibly im-
pressed upon the lLegislature. The re-
cora of our citizen soldiery is such as
to justly entitle it to liberal and con-

- giderate treatment.

In addition to his usual duties, which
have been many and important, the
Adjutant General was required to ascer-
tain the amounts due from the Federal
Government to the State for dis-
bursements in connection with the late
war; to individuals and corporations
for transportation and supplies prior
to the enlistment of the volunteers in
the service of the United States; and
for ordnance and quartermaster and
ordnance stores furnished by the State.

After accomplishing this work he was
ordered to Washington, and, through
the courtesy of the department officials,
succeeded in securing the early recogni-
tion and payment of the clairs pre-
sented,with the result that $1,217.87 has
been paid into the treasury; $35,860 to
individuals and corporations on account
of transportation and supplies; and $48,-
496.91 for pay of volunteers, accepted
and rejected, prior to enlistment. The
last amount was placed to my credit
with the State National Bank of Austin,
against which 4472 checks aggregating
$43,098.90 have been drawn and mailed
to the beneficiaries througheut the
country. The balance will be trans-
~ ferred to my successor, to be remitted
to those entitled so soon as their where-
abouts can be ascertained. Ordnance
and quartermaster and ordnance stores,
valued at $63,635.46, have been returned
in kind to the State. A detailed state-
ment of this matter appears in the Ad-
jutant General’s report. In the arrest,
detention and surrender of fugitives
from justice, wunder the extradition
treaty between the United States and
Mexican governments, the most satis-
factory relations have uniformly existed
between this State and those of the lat-
ter government bordering upon the Rio
Grande.

The services of the Rangers have been
altogether satisfactory. They have been
very active, indeed, and always equal to

every emergency. Their value in the ap-
prehension of criminals and the protec-
tion of life and property can hardly be
exaggerated. They are a necessity, and
the force should be maintained.

The enforcement of law has been vig-
orous, and in the main successful. It is
to be regretted, however, that there have
been several instances of mob violence
because of the commission of the .most
heinous of erimes. Wherever, however,
lynching has occurred, it was not pos-
sible for the State authority to inter-
pose in time. The records of the Execu-
tive and Adjutant General’s offices evi-
dence, beyond question, that in every
case, upon being notified by local offi-
cials of the formation of a mob, the
promptest and most energetic action
practicable was taken and whenever
reasonable notice was given, the prisoner
always received protection. It should
be observed as against a capias from
whatever court, the Executive eannot,
under the law, take action; nor can he
remove from the possession of a sheriff
or constable a prisoner lawfully in his
custody. From this it will be seen that,
when the local officials are neglectful
or too weak to perform their duty in
such circumstances, he is entirely pow-
erless.

The mob spirit is dangerous in the ex-
treme, and if incited to action, becomes
defiant of law, regardless of all consti-
tutional and legal rights, and subver-
sive of our civil and political institu-
tions. Whatever the aggravation, the ap-
real should be to the law and its or-
derly methods, and mnot to violence,
which may prove fatal to the innocent
as well as to the guilty.

Much credit is due the Adjutant
General for his intelligent administra-
tion of the ordinary affairs of his office,
and, also, for the very satisfactory man-
ner in which he has discharged the many
delicate and difficult duties, to whica
he has been often ordered.

THE STATE DEPARTMENT.

At no time since organized, has this
department been so busily engaged as
during the past four years. Its receipts
from January 18, 1895, to January 15,
1899, were $289,090, and from the last
date to January 1, 1903, they aggregate
$895,143.

Considering the number employed in
this office, it must be admitted that in
no other branch of the public service
has more valuable, varied and remun-
erative work been accomplished, or more
satisfactorily.

In this connection it will be interest-
ing to note that since the enactment of
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the general incorporation law of 1871,
there have been issued, through this ofi-
fice, charters for various purposes, with
an aggregate capital of authorized
stoek of $1,043,057,224, of which $361,-
173,424 is of corporations formed be-
tween January 1, 1899, and September 1,
1902. Of these corporations, those that
were alive on September 1, 1902, and
paying the franchise tax, had an au-
thorized capital stock of $425,018,430.
The amount of authorized capital stocki
in corporations formed between January
1, 1899, and September 1, 1902, in good
standing on the records and paying the
franchise tax on the latter date, was
$325,617,183. From this it may fairly
be inferred that quite a number of com-
panies chartered between the dates
named, and having an aggregate of capi-
tal stock amounting to $35,556,241,
were organized without intent to do a
legitimate business and merely for
speculative and fraudulent purposes. In
the foregoing corporations railways are
not included; although fifty-eight of
such companies, with an authorized ag-
gregate capital stock of $41,634,000,
were chartered during the last men-
tioned period.

The number of foreign corporations
admitted to business in this State since
January 1, 1899, in good standing and
paying the franchise tax on September
1, 1902, was 261, with an aggregate of
stock amounting to $409,552,000. This
does not include insurance or fidelity
and guarantee companies, which hold
permits from the Commissioner of In-
surance. The information given is
necessary to a correct understanding of
the business enterprises, that are being
conducted in the State under the form
of incorporated capital.

Experience in recent years, particu-
larly within the last few months, has
demonstrated the necessity of more
stringent regulations with reference to
the organization of corporations under
the laws of the State, and grant-
ing permits authorizing foreign corpora-
tions to tramsact business. The records
of the State Department show that of
the very many charters that have been
granted within the last few years to oil
corporations, 164, of which 155 were
authorized in 1901, have a capital stock
of $181.164,000, and pay an annual
iranchise tax of $8,035, while the re-
cords of the Comptroller’s office also
show that $50,154 is due the State upon
an ad valorem assessment of the proper-
ties belonging to these corporations of
but $5,251,259, making a sum total only
of $58,159 taxes and fees paid and to be
paid, as against the enormous amount of
stock which they were authorized to is-

sue and sell. In other words, $5,251,-
259 of property, as disclosed by the tax
rolls, is the basis upon which $181,164,
000 of stock depends for its value. One
of two conclusions is certainly true:

either the State has been grossly de-
frauded of its just revenue, or many to
whom this stock was sold were scandal-
ously vietimized. It should be also
noted that the authorized eapital stock
of these oil companies is larger, by $49,-
642,430, than the outstanding stock on
10,559 miles of railway in the State.
For this reprehensible condition, from
which so many have suffered, the legis-
lation of former years is directly respon-
sible. The requirement that the stock-
holders in a proposed corporation shall
furnish satisfactory evidence to the Sec-
retary of State that at least fifty per
cent. of the authorized capital stock
has been subscribed and ten per cent.
paid in before the charter shall be
granted, is an entirely insufficient safe-
guard against what is commonly known
as “wild-cat” corporations. To the
business world the methods adopted in
order to evade this requirement, are well
known and needa not be stated. It is
believed to be sufficient to call the at-
tention of the Legislature to this mani-
fest defect in the law, and, without
recommending any specific remedy, to
urge a consideration of the subject and
the provision of such other safeguards
in the formation of corporations as will
prevent their use as a means for im-
posing upon the public.

One species of corporation has been
especially represented as being used for
the purposes of defrauding the citizens
of the State to a very large extent--
the mutual insurance companies. There
shoula be no hesitancyin the repeal of
subdivision 50, Article 624 of the Re-
vised Statutes, under which they have
been incorporated. Since the organiza-
tion of these mutual concerns has been
authorized, many of them have been char-
tered. It is not to be understood from
what is said that .all mutual, either life
or fire, insurance companies have been
undertaken with fraudulent intent, but
it is safe to say that a large proportion
of them have voluntarily ceased busi-
ness, or have had their charters for-
feited by the Attorney General’s depart-
ment, and when so done, all who held
policies in such companies have suffered
a total loss. The injury to the public
from these associations has greatly out-
weighed any possible benefit that might
have accrued from those organized for
proper purposes and honestly managed.
Some may contend that those who deal
with corporations do so with their eyes
open, and that it is not the business of
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the State to make contracts for its citi-
gens. This may be true in ordipary
business transactions, but many people
bave the idea that when the State grants
a charter to a corporation that the act
is at least prima facie evidence of the
reliability of the concern, and that the
fact that the charter has been granted
is used as a means of imposing upon the

eople whom it would otherwise have
geen impossible to deceive. It should be
borne in mind that there is a great dif-
ference between mutual benefit associa-
tions, which have no charter, and those
.which are incorporated. It is only to
the latter kind that reference is made.
It may be added that there are many
corporations doing business in the State
that pay no tax of any kind whatever;
and, also, that there is no good reason
why a corporation should be notified as
to the date when its franchise tax is due.
The individual tax payer is required to
have knowledge of the law. The officials
and directors of every corporation
should be made, under sufficient penalty,
to promptly inform the State department
of its abandonment of business, or its
dissolution, and inasmuch as they have
-entire control of its assets, to be respon-
sible for the payment of this tax.

The law in regard to interurban rail-
ways being defective, legislation upon
the subject is recommended.

THE STATE HEALTH OFFICE.

In this department there has been a
marked improvement in economy, effi-
<ciency and smoothness under the pres-
ent inecumbent over his immediate pre-
decessor. Prior to September, 1900, there
existed a custom, which was known to
the Legislature, of using the fees col-
“lected at Galveston and other ports, in
“addition to the regular appropriations,
to defray the expenses of the service.
During the month named, and since
then, all such fees have been paid into
the treasury, so that the present health
officer has been compelled to rely solely
‘upon appropriations, which were smaller
than usual; but nevertheless he was
able, during the fiscal year ending Au-
gust 31, 1902, to conduct his department
with entire efficiency and to leave an un-
expended balance of $11,305.30, besides
paying inte the treasury fees amounting
to $15,084.65. Previous to that date,
net only were the appropriations used,
but the fees, also, with deficiencies often
oceurring.

It is a matter of regret that during
the term of the immediate predecessor
of the present incumbent that the only
defalcations, under this administration,
oecurred in this department—one by
Dr. A. L. Tackaberry at Sabine Pass,

the other by Dr. I, J. Jones at Auslin,
and in the office of the then State Health
Officer. The amount stolen by Tacka-
berry was small and was returned by
him; that stolen by Jones was $8,693.65,
none of which has been recovered. The
offices of the Kxecutive and Adjutant
General show that every possible effort
was made to have these men arrested
immediately upon the discovery of their
crimes. Both have been indicted and
are now believed to be in Honduras, with
which country the United States have no
extradition treaty. The assistance o¢f
our own government and that of Mexico
was sought and granted to secure their
apprehension and return to the State,
but without success.

Early in December, 1900, a very repre-
hensible practice was accidentally dis-
covered in the service at Galveston,
which had existed for many years. By
an order from the Executive it was
abandoned. 'The correspondence upon
the subject is to be found in the report
of the State Health Officer.

Under instructions he has lately vis-
ited New Orleans, Washington and San
Francisco upon business pertaining to
his department; from which it is antiei-
pated that better protection will result
to the State against the introduection of
diseases of an infectious and contagious
character.

THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF
AGRICULTURE, INSURANCE, STATIS-
TICS AND HISTORY.

The report of the Commissioner 1is
more complete, interesting and valuable
than for any year previous, and is
worthy careful examination. He invites
attention to serious defects in the law
respecting insurance companies—espe-
cially as to fraternal societies and life
and mutuwal insurance associations.

The purposes for which these organ-
izations are conducted are such as ap-
peal to wise legislative aection.

The enormous sums, annually paid
them by citizens of every avocation in
order to protect themselves against anti-
cipated misfortune, and the confidence
necessarily imposed in the integrity and
wisdom of their management, unques-
tionably demand that they should not
only be subjected to frequent and rigid
inspection by a government official
with power of suspension, should condi-
tions justify; but they should also be
required, under penalty for misappro-
priation, to maintain sufficiently large
reserve funds—mot less than sixty per
cent. of the gross receipts and on a basis
of three and one-halr per cent. interest
instead of four and one-half, as now—
out of which the expense of adjudicat-
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ing losses should not be paid. The sug-
gestion of the Commissioner as to the
allowance of stock in mutual life in-
surance companies is pertinent and
merits favorable consideration.

The net receipts to this office for 1901
were $155,447, as against $105,557 in
1898.

The statement as to the prices in liv-
ing is based upon Dun’s Index Number,
which is accepted as authority by the en-
tire commercial world, and is to be found
in the report of the purchasing agent. It
may be-answered, however, that the sup-
plies furnished the eleemosynary institu-
* tions have heen, during the operation of
this law, inferior in quality to those pur-
chased under previous systems. This is
not true in fact; during the past three
years, they, as a whole, have not been of
lower grades, but on the contrary, in a
very large number of instances,they have
been of better character than ever before.
The purpose has not been to determine
how cheaply these institutions may be
maintained, but how well; and whenever
goods have been delivered in a condition
and of a quality not authorized by con-
iract, they should have beeen promptly
and uniformly rejected. Not to have
done so, was a palpable and inexcusable
neglect of duty. The law plainly and
specifically requires that the storekeeper
shall determine whether or not the de-
livery is in compliance with the con-
tract, and, if not, to so report to the
superintendent, who shall reject it. No
account can be paid unless it be sup-
ported by the affidavit of the seller and
approved by the storekeeper and the
purchasing agent; so that the one who
buys the supplies and the one who re-
ceives them for consumption, acting in-
dependently of each other, must concur
before payment can be made. It will be
well to note here that the purchasing
agent and the storekeepers derive their
offices from different sources—the former
being appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the Senate, and the latter
by the superintendents of the institu-
tions with the sanction ot the boards
of managers.

The advantages of the present over
any former system may be briefly stated
to be: (1) The purchase of supplies
at wholesale prices and in larger quan-
tities, thereby insuring lower prices;
(2) the reduction of purchases in the
open market and in private manner,
thus preventing favoritism, and, in many
instances, direct fraud; (3) the pur-
chases being made by the agent, whose
office is at the capitol, wide publicity and
easy access is given to all transactions;
(4) the smallest institutions pay no
more for similar articles than do the

largest—all being on an exact equality
as to cost; (5) cash payment upon de-
livery lessens the cost; (6) the bidders
are not confined to the localities at
which the institutions are established;
(7) the entire time of the agent being
devoted to the business, he cean better
acquaint himself with the range of
prices and the best sources from which
to draw supplies; (8) the superintend- .
ent, with the storekeeper representing
the institution, and the Purchasing
Agent, are a check, each upon the other
—the eontractor being responsible to
both; (9) the method is justified by the
practice and experience of all the rail-
way systems and other great public util-
ities 1n the country, and by every de-
partment of the Federal government.

The text-book aet, which is uow re-
garded with universal approval, except,
perhaps, by the publishing companies
that failed to secure contracts with the
State, rests upon the same principle that
underlies the one under consideration.
There are eight institutions—established
at four different localities and having u
total population of 4446, exclusive of
the officials and employes—to which an-
other will soon be added, that come
within the terms of the law. This char-
acter of population will continue to
grow. It is, therefore, of great moment
that the institutions should be conducted
upon striet business principles; other-
wise, undue expenditures will follow,
with extravagance, favoritism and cor-
ruption. To secure the best results pos-
sible, the Purchasing Agent must be
zealous, honest, firm and especially
adapted to the work, and further, he
must have the sincere and intelligent co-
operation of the superintendents and
storekeepers of the institutions. The
duties that devolve on these latter offi-
cials are no less important and necessary
than those imposed upon the Purchasing
Agent. In this, the present administra-
tion has been indeed fortunate; to all
the officials named is due the credit for
the proper and effective execution of the
law.

THE STATE PURCHASING AGENT.

The law creating this office did not be-
come effective until July 19, 1899—the
first contraects let thereunder beginning
the December following. It has, there-
fore, been in operation for three years.
Being a radical departure from the exist-
ing manner of purchasing supplies for
the eleemosynary institutions, it has re-
quired experience in order to secure har-
monious working. The results accom-
plished are gratifying. A careful exam- .
ination of the reports of the State Pur-
chasing Agent will convince, beyond
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doubt, every disinterested and intelligent

erson that it is a decided improvement
over former methods, Its value is fairly
jllustrated in the table taken from the
report of the Superintendent of the Deaf
and Dumb Asylum and to be found in
that of the Purchasing Agent. In it the
different expenditures, at this asylum,
have been carefully segregated into a
form that may be justly regarded as a
.model of its kind and should be adopted
by all the eleemosynary institutions. In
this table it will be seen that at the in-
stitution named, during the year ending
November 1, 1897—when the actual ex-
pense of living to the average citizen of
the United States was much less than at
any other period in the country’s history
~—the cost of daily maintenance per cap-
ijta was 26 cents; during the year ending
August 31, 1902, it was 21 cents—a de-
crease of 5 cents in favor of the latter,
notwithstanding the fact that the price
of the supplies furnished during the last
named was greater by 32} per cent. than
during the former period. In other
words, there was a saving during 1902
over 1897 of $6,917.36 in the matter of
maintenance, although the cost of living
had been so largely increased.

In special reports from the insane asy-
lums, it is stated that the daily main-
tenance per capita at the State, for 1897,
was 31 cents, and, for 1902, 29 cents; at
the North Texas, for 1897, 32 cents, angd
for 1902, 33 cents; at the Southwest Tex-
as for 1897, 32 cents, and for 1902, 28
cents.

THE STATE REVENUE AGENT.

Through the energetic efforts of this
official, the collection of occupation
taxes has greatly improved, though much
remains to be done in order to insure a
full compliance by those, upon whom

-such tax is imposed, with the require-
ments of the law. In view of the large
amount of revenue to the -treasury
through the tax on occupations, it is of
importance that the State Revenue
Agent should be kept continually in the
field, otherwise many occupations will
escape payment,

The incumbent of this office has been
faithful and vigilant in the discharge of
"his duties, and has spared no effort to
ascertain the violation of law, and to
force delinquents to pay their dues to
Jhe government.

THE LIVE STOCK COMMISSION.

The operations of the Commission are
fully detailed in its report. With the
means allowed, it has given, all the at-
tention practicable to the live stock in-
terests of the State. To do better work,

however, larger appropriations than
heretofore must be made. Its relations
to the Agricultural Department and the
States, receiving Texas cattle, have been
satisfactory.

The veterinarian in its employ has
been kept busily engaged and has ren-
dered effective service.

As the State grows in population, and
the lands become more closely settled the
tendency to disease among stock will in-
crease, followed by the necessary en-
largement of the powers and duties of
the Commission.

FISH AND OYSTER INDUSTRY.

The value and importance of this in-
terest is not fully recogmized and ap-
preciated. With an area in grounds and
beds of 2608 square miles, well adapted
to the propagation of these articles of
food, this industry should be an object
with the Legislature of especial care and
attention. In other States it is most
highly prized and with them the fixed
policy has been to promote its full de-
velopment. Here, however, it has been
different. If properly fostered, the oys-
ter and fish produets will become not
only staple articles of food with our peo-
ple, but, also, of exportation worthy of
mention in the world’s market reports.
The Commissioner’s suggestions and ree-
ommendations should have considera-
tion, and such action had as will insure
the best possible results.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS.

By the several acts of the last two
Legislatures, the responsibility was put
upon the Executive, not only as to the
propriety of the erection of buildings,
but, also, as to the manner of their con-
struction when undertaken. Every pre-
caution has been taken so that no ques-
tion might arise in respect to their dura-
bility, as is shown by the records of the
office in the appointment of architeets.
All improvements of the kind are be-
lieved to be as good as could have been
made with the money appropriated.

The Superintendent of Public Build-
ings and Grounds deserves and will
doubtless receive strong commendation
from every one acquainted with the en-
ergetic and intelligent manner in which
he has discharged his duties. The Capi-
tol grounds have never been so beauti-
ful as now, and for their condition he is
justly entitled to great eredit.

THE UNIVERSITY.

The student-body at this institution in
1898-1899 numbered 800, and in 1901-
1902, 1378—a gain of 578. This large
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and continuing growth, year by year,
raises a very serious question. Under
present conditions, it is with exceeding
difficulty that such an attendance can be
accommodated with the instruetiom that
should be given. : ’

Additional grounds, buildings and
equipment are necessary in order to re-
lieve the embarrassment, which cannot
be prolonged without detriment to the
institution. Though none will record
themselves as favoring a policy of inac-
tivity or retrogression—either of which
would be fatal—yet, unfortunately, there
are those who hesitate to adopt the only
feasible plan, in the circumstances of the
present, by which the situation can be
relieved and the University continued on
its course of progress and development.
No practical method can be devised to
raise the necessary funds, if the Legisla-
ture shall not appropriate annually more
than heretofore for maintenance. 1,
therefore, recommend a sufficient appro-
priation for that purpose, during each
of the next two fiscal years, to enable
the Board of Regents to inaugurate and
maintain, through the revenue arising
from the permanent fund, a gradual and
uninterrupted enlargement in improve-
ments and property, responsive to the
needs of the University; and that au-
thority, if necessary, be granted to the
Board to use, within its discretion, the
revenue aceruing from the permanent
fund. If this be done, its future prog-
ress will undoubtedly be greater than in
the past, with corresponding benefit to
the people. It has shown itself worthy
the most favorable consideration by the
State; its record gives certain promise
of a usefulness unsurpassed in the his-
tory of kindred institutions, elsewhere.
By the Act of March 28, 1901, the
University was authorized to make a
mineral survey of the public lands, and
under it much valuable work was done,
though the appropriation of $10,000 per
annum was altogether too small for the
purpose. In view of the faet that this
_policy has been attended with good re-
sults, it is believed that the survey
should be extended to all the lands with-
out exception, and that in consequence a
larger appropriation should be made—
especially as the United States Geologi-
cal Survey will co-operate, expending a
like amount of money. There should
also be further legislation as to the
classification and sale of the mineral
lands. The importance of this movement
cannot be overestimated, and it is recom-
mended that the matter be most care-
fully considered, so that their survey,
classification and sale may be under the
sanction of law and by the most advisa-
ble method.

In this connection, I have to inform
the Legislature that the Director of the
United States Geological Survey advises
that its employes have been frequently
embarrassed in the prosecution of their
field surveys by individuals refusing to
permit them entering upon their prop-
erty. With the view of obviating this
difficulty and to secure a complete and
accurate survey as early as may be prae-
ticable, he asks for legislation making
it lawful for the persons so employed to
enter upon the lands within the State—
sueh legislation, however, not to be con-
strued as authorizing any unnecessary
interference with private rights. The
recommendation of the Director is ap-
proved, it being quite important to the
State that the survey shall be completed
without unnecessary delay.

Authority should be given the Board
of Regents to invest the money credits
to the permanent fund of the University
in the treasury, so that the same may be
interest bearing. Such power is con-
ferred upon the State Board of Educa-
tion over the permanent free school fund,
and no sound reason can be urged why it
should be withheld from the Board of
Regents. It is of much importance to
the educational system of the State that
the relations between the different insti-
tutions, including the graded and com-
mon free schools, should be clearly and
carefully defined, and that the sphere of
each should be so accurately determined
by law as to prevent the duplication of
the authorized work of any institution
or class of schools. In this way only ean
a harmonious system, without unneces-
sary expense, be established and main-
tained.

THE AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL
COLLEGE.

The number of cadets enrolled at the
college for the session of 1898-1899 was
332; for the one of 1902-1903 the enroll-
ment was 356—a gain of only 24. With-
out explanation, this apparent stagna-
tion, numerically considered, may appear
strange. The attendance has been some-
what affected by the increase, since 1898-
1899, of the minimum age of entrance
from 15 to 16 years, and, also, by the
requirement of an additional year for
admission to the engineering course.
This does not, however, fully account for -
the standstill in the cadet body. The
true cause is to be found in the report
of the Board of Directors, in which it
appears that there are at present ac-
commodations only for 350 cadets under
favorable circumstances; that the dormi-
tories are heated by ordinary stoves,
with wood as fuel; that they are with-
out bathing facilities and modern sani-
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tary arrangements; that members of the
faculty are compelled to occupy as quar-
ters the rooms intended and needed for
other purposes; and that the barns, out-
houses, roads, sidewalks and drains are
in a dilapidated condition. So long as
these disadvantages shall continue, a sub-
stantial advance in numbers cannot be
reasonably expected. If the college is
to keep pace with the growth in popula-
tion of the State and to be worthy the
.great interests—agricultural and indus-
trial—that it was intended to promote,
immediate and adequate provision
.should be made for putting all improve-
ments and property into the best possi-
ble condition, and, also, for the erection
of additional dormitories, upon the most
approved plans, aid of the necessary
residences for the faculty, so that not
less than 1200 cadets may be comforta-
bly quartered and properly instructed.
And further, there should be no delay in
equipping the college with every facility
for theoretical and practical instruection
in civil, sanitary, railway and electrical
‘engineering and the textile industries.
Nor should the interests of agriculture
be neglected. The college should be fully
prepared to instruct, by practice and the-
ory, as to farming in all its varied and
incidental branches.

The State is undergeing unusual de-
-velopment in every phase of agricultural
and industrial life, and great opportuni-
ties are now being offered the young men
of Texas to engage in the various pur-
-suits of this character; all of which de-
mand a special training that the college
-should be able to give. Failing in this,
-its abandonment ought to speedily fol-
low as a needless expense and a trav-
esty upon agricultural and mechanical
-education.

1 do not believe that a wiser step, or
ane that will insure better and more sub-
<stantial results, can be taken as to the
University and the Agricultural and
'Mechanical College by the Legislature
‘and the people than to make permanent
'provision, through a self-executing con-
-stitutional amendment levying a small
annual tax, for their maintenance and
development. The effect will be to elim-
inate these institutions from the biennial
‘appropriation bills, and to insure them
certain and increasing incomes. Until
this shall be done, they will go limping
along at half-starved speed. From what
has been said, it must not be understood
that work of good character has mnot
been done at the college. On the con-
trary, those respomsible for its admin-
istration have, with the funds at their
command, accomplished much that has
been valuable. It can hardly be a ques-
tion that the college can more fully, ac-

curately and satisfactorily secure data
respecting agricultural conditions and
interests than can the Department of
Agriculture, Insurance, Statisties and
History, to which this duty is now com-
mitted by law; but which has, in conse-
quence of the want of proper organiza-
tion and sufficient means, been unable to
do anything in this direction. There-
fore, in view of the character of the in-
stitution, and of the great importance
of agriculture, I have to recommend im-
mediate legislation eliminating agricul-
ture from the department named and
transferring it to the Agricultural and
Mechanical College, with such jurisdie-
tion, powers and duties as would be con-
ferred upon a department of government,
if organized for that purpose and with an
appropriation sufficient to enable the
College to fully and satisfactorily accom-
plish what might be fairly expected un-
der the law.

The experimental station, for which
310,000 was appropriated by the Act of
Qctober 2, 1901, has been located in
Smith county, and completed.

THHE PRAIRIE VIEW NORMAL AND INDUS-
TRIAL COLLEGE.

The report from this institution shows
an improvement over previous years.
The number of students enrolled for the
present session is 280. The principal
recommends appropriations for certain
purposes, which, if allowed, will be a
substantial benefit to the College and en-
able it to do better and more compre-
hensive work than heretofore. They
should be given. There can be no ques-
lion as to the usefulness of the institu-
tion, if provided with proper facilities,
Those in charge appear to be well quali-
fied for their respective duties and are
making an earnest effort to upbuild the
College. They should be encouraged,
and whatever may be needed for its bet-
terment should be freely given by the
Legislature—it being the only one of the
kind under the support and control of
the State. '

TNDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE AND COLLEGE TFOR
WHITE GIRLS.

Under the Act of April 23, 1901, a
commission was organized to select the
location for this college, and after visit-
ing fourteen different places, the city of
Denton was selected; and thereupon a
board of regents was appointed, by
whom, after due advertisement, plans
and specifications were adopted and con-
tract let for the construction of a cen-
tral building. A tract of land, situated
within the ecity limits and consisting of
about seventy acres, and $16,050 were do-
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nated by the citizens, with an agreement
to bore an artesian well upon the grounds
under a guarantee of an abundant flow
of water. The building is now in the
course of construction, and will be ready
for occcupancy during the coming spring.
Twenty-three thousand dollars is asked
by the board with which to properly
equip the building, and an additional
sum of $20,060 per annum for the main-
tenance of the institution during the
two years beginning September 1, next.
These appropriations are earnestly rec-
ommended. The institution should not
only be liberally maintained by the Leg-
islature, but it should have its sincere
and earnest regard. The purpose for
which it has been authorized is one that
should commend itself to all.

THE STATE NORMALS.

Upon the character and success of
these institutions depends, in a large
measure, the efficiency of the public free
sechool system, and it is indeed gratify-
ing to know that they are fully meeting
this responsibility. The superintendents
and’ instructors are showing themselves
appreciative of their important duties,
and altogether competent for their work.

The Sam Houston Normal is now in
its twenty-fourth year. It has long since
firmly established itself in the confidence
of the people, and among similar insti-
tutions of the country, it deservedly
holds a most honorable place. The serv-
ice that it has rendered, has been indeed
valuable. Its enrollment for the present
session numbers 455 students.

The North Texas Normal was estab-
lished under the Act of March 31, 1899.
Its first annual session began on Septem-
ber 18, 1901, with an enrollment of 300
students, which was increased to 511 be-
fore its close. This was followed by a
session extending through the months of
June and July with an enrollment of
270, of whom 49 had previously attend-
ed. Its second annual session began on
September 17, 1902, with an enrollment
of 400 students, which has since been in-
creased to 508. This speaks well for the
character and popularity of so young an
institution, and is strongly prophetic of
its  future usefulness. Appropria-
tions are needed for its enlargement so
that it can accommodate the young men
and women, who desire to qualify them-
selves for the profession of teaching.
This is a most laudable ambition, and di-
rectly in the interest of the people. Such
appropriations, as may be required for
the betterment of the college, are recom-
mended.

The Southwest Texas Normal is not
yet ready for occupancy. Though au-
thorized by the Act of March 28, 1901,

the appropriation then made was not
sufficient for the erection of a suitable
building. Delay, therefore, became nec:
essary until an additional appropriatior
could be secured, so that the building,
was not completed wuntil January 1}
1903. An additional appropriation ip
the amount of $36,000 is needed for its
proper equipment, which is recommended!
No better location could have been se:
lected, and if properly conducted the
schoo{ cannot fail to become popular and
useful.

THE PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS,

Notwithstanding the fact, universally
admitted, that institutions affording the:
most varied learning and the highest cul-
ture are essential to social, professional
and industrial life, yet, as the publie
free schools are the only means through
which the vast majority of the people:
can secure education for their children,
and as they are the stepping stones to:
more comprehensive scholarship, it is oft
vital importance that they should pos--
sess all the efficiency possible. In no»
other country is the attachment to them
so strong and abiding as in the Unitedl
States. Here, in a far greater measure
than elsewhere, does the necessity exist
for their maintenance at a high stand-
ard; for the permanence and excellence:
of our civil and political institutions de-
pend upon the intelligence and virtue of'
the people. Not only this, but experience
has demonstrated that material prosper-
ity and development will not long abide:
in those commonwealths, in which edueca-
tional interest and enterprise lag behind.

So our fathers believed, and in the
very infancy of our political life they
began the work of popular education,
bequeathing to posterity a heritage for
the support of public free schools such
as the people of no other country have
ever enjoyed.

Owing 'to the inexcusable delay by the
proper authority in several of the coun-
ties, towns, and independent school dis-
tricts in making the returns within the
time required by law, the Department of
Education has as yet been unable to com-
pile and publish the usual statistical ta-
bles for the year ending August 31, 1902.

From the statistics for 1901, however,
reliable data may be obtained which will
furnish full information as regards the
administration of the public free schools.

The scholastic population for that
year, as shown by the census rolls, was
729,217, with an enrollment of 571,786,
and an average daily attendance of 383,-
900 pupils between eight and seventeen
years of age.

The sum total of revenue for the sup-
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pport, of the schools for the year under
consideration—State apportionment and
proceeds of county permanent funds and
‘of local taxes—was $4,901,019—an in-
crease over the previous year of $5693,584.
It should also be noted that during the
\year $51,125.28 was paid into the
schools as fees for pupils in independent
districts not entitled to free tuition,
against $38,608.36 during the year epd-
ring August 31, 1900; also, that during
ithe two years preceding August 31, 1901,
ibuildings were erected in independent
school distriets at the cost of $825,939,
rraised through local taxation, and not
embraced in the foregoing amounts. It
«s believed that there will be greater ac-
Aivity in this direction than heretofore
sbecause of the authority given the State
‘Board of Education, by the Act of April
25, 1901, to purchase for the permanent
Jund the bonds of independent school
districts. The increase in scholastic
.population and in the available fund, as
apportioned annually by the State Board
of Education, may be shown by a com-
parison between the years 1898-1899 and
1902-1903. In the former period the
scholastic population was 708,125 and
the amount distributed by the State
{Board of Education was $3,186,562, on a
basis of $4.50 per capita; in the latter
speriod there is a population of 759,338
and an apportionment of $3,796,755, or
a per capita of $5.00, which is larger
than for any previous year except for
1892-1893, which resulted in a deficiency
of $117,564.95.

Deficiencies, in greater or less amounts,
thereafter annually occurred until 1896-
1897, since which there have been none
—the amounts apportioned by the State
Board of Education always being less
than the revenues anticipated. For each
©of the years 1900-190], and 1901-1902,
the per capita apportionment was $4.75,
which was also greater than for any year
mprevious except for the year 1892-1893.
The average annual increase in the
scholastic population since September 1,
1900, has been 10,985 as against a like
inerease in the revenue derived from and
through the State of $264,645.

It must be evident from the data given
that if the public free schools are to be
tmproved to great efficiency and so main-
tained, the way must be found to largely
increase the present amount of annual
revenue. The growth in taxable values,
as shown by the rolls under the present
method of assessment and collection, will
not be sufficient to meet the demand
of a constantly and largely increasing
population. No reasonable person will

for -2 moment contend that an average

annual salary of $260.32 is enough com-
pensation for, or that it will secure the

continued service of, such men and
women as should teach the children of
Texas; nor will it be insisted that the
school houses, with all necessary appli-
ances, should not be in every respect
suitable for the purpose intended. What
is needed most as to the public free
schools is able and well trained men and
women to conduct not only the city and
town schools but those in the country
also, who will devote their lives to teach-
ing for the love of their profession. The
permanent services of such men and
women can only be secured by salaries
commensurate to the importance of their
work and adequate to their proper sup-
port. No profession or avocation is more
honorable in itself or more useful to so-
ciety than that of the teacher, and un-
less he be of the highest professional
and personal character the system will
undoubtedly prove a failure. But how
should the additional revenue be raised?

It is believed that only two methods
are practicable under present constitu-
tional limitations—the one, to increase
the ad valorem rate by two cents on the
one hundred dollars, and, also, to draw
upon funds arising from sources permis-
sible by the Constitution; the other, to
supplement the present revenue by local
taxation.

Both methods, however, can be utilized
if the Legislature be inclined to a more
liberal policy as to the schools. It is
perhaps, however, not going too far to
say that the necessary requirement of
the free school system for such addi-
tional revenue as will enable it to suc-
cessfully meet the heavy and steadily in-
creasing demands upon it, will probably
exceed the constitutional limits.

In the interesting and able report of
the Superintendent of Public Instruction
it is stated that “the method of local
support is the practical method through-
out the country; and in the United
States at large only four per cent. of
money expended on the public common
schools is derived from permanent funds,
and only sixteen per cent. from State
taxation, leaving eighty per ecent. sup-
plied locally.”

Of the éntire revenue for public free
school purposes, during the years 1899-
1900, in Texas, 25.1 per cent, was derived
from permanent funds, 49.9 per cent.
from State taxes, 22.0 per cent. from
local taxes, and 3.0 per cent. from other
sources.

Attention is invited to the very strik-
ing difference between the scholastic pop-
ulation as reported by the census takers
and the enrollment for the year 1900-01.
This discrepancy, though so very large,
was not unprecedented. The reports for
every prior year disclose, almost with-
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t exception, a much greater variance
(i): favorpof the census. But taking the
year named for example, it appears th_at
during that period there were 157,431
children within the scholastic age, for
whose tuition $747,797 was allowed by
the State Board of Education, but who
did not attend the public free schools for
a single day. Two years ago, the atten-
tion of the Legislature was es_peclal_ly
called to this unseemly and gla,rmg mis-
appropriation of the money intended for
educational purposes, but no action was
had to prevent its recurrence. The State
Board of Education, by whom the avail-
able school fund is distributed, has a.t no
time been at all at fault; because it is
required by law to apportion according
to the census returns, and not upon the
enrollment. If the annual reports of the
Superintendents of Public Instruction
may be relied upon, it cannot be ques-
tioned that many millions of the public
money have been wasted, either upon fic-
titious children, or upon children who
were not present at any time during the
year in a public free school room.

But this is not the only evil. The av-
erage daily attendance of pupils within
the scholastic age during the years
1900-01 was 383,900, making a difference
of 187,886 between the enrollment and
the attendance. In this respect, also, the
year named was not an exceptional one.

I again most earnestly recommend
that such action be taken as will insure
the correction of these abuses of the gen-
erous liberality of the tax payers in pro-
viding for the education of all children
between the ages of eight and seventeen
years, True it is, that the Constitution
requires that the available fund shall be
distributed to the several .counties ac-
cording to their scholastic population,

“but it is also as true that it is within
the discretion of the Legislature to de-
termine the mode by which such popula-
tion may be ascertained, and, also, the
manner in which the fund shall be ex-
pended by the counties. Legislation
should also be had that will prevent the

lmtproper' issuance of teachers’ certifi-
cates.

In some counties they can only be se-
cured upon the applicants proving them-
selves entirely worthy, as well profes-
sionally as personally. In other places,
however, the boards of examiners have
too often shown themselves either igno-
rant of their duties, or purposely eare-
less of the character of the schools.

A great necessity exists for the jmme-
diate revision of the various laws affect-
ing the system. They are incongruous,
complicated and conflicting; many of
them incapable of correct construction

without the aid of judicial interpreta-
tl%lhe Superintendent asks for the al-
lowance of an inspector: certainly
should he be provided with a competent
and reliable person whom he can send
into the field when occasion requires, and
I therefore recommend such an inecrease
to his present force.

One of the most notable and substan-
tial reforms accomplished under the ad-
ministration of my immediate predeces-
sor was that which followed as a direct
consequence of the enforcement of the
Act of June 10, 1897. As a measure in-
tended to insure better text-books than.
those then being generally used and at a
much less cost, it has been successfully
and satisfactorily enforced. The con-
tracts, made under the law, will expire
September 1, 1903. Cities of ten thou-
sand inhabitants or over, are not in-
cluded within its provisions, unless their
councils or school boards shall consent.
No controlling reason, it is believed, can
be assigned why such cities should be ex-
empted.

THE CONFEDERATE HOME.

The number of inmates of the Home
on December 1, 1898, was 242: on De-
cember 1, 1902, there were 310—an in-
crease of 68. The estimates for addi-
tional improvements, furniture and re-
pairs for the next two fiscal years aggre-
gate $34,700 in addition to that required -
for maintenance, all of which are recom-
mended. Nothing that may be necessary
to the comfort and well being of these
old soldiers should be refused. Their age °
and infirmities render them more help-
less and dependent with advancing years.
They deserve well of the State and
should receive the best treatment possi-
ble when unablesto care for themselves.

THE ELEEMOSYNARY >INSTITUTIONS .

No class of people is entitled to higher
consideration than the orphan, the in-
sane, the blind and the deaf and dumb,
and of the many functions of govern-
ment none is more important than to
adequately provide for their every
proper want. Nor does its duty end
here; the institutions, to which the
aflicted and unfortunate are committed,
should be maintained at the highest
standard that humanity can suggest or
sclence devise,

For the purpose every needful appro-
priation ought to be made and every re-
quirement, however strict, imposed upon
those charged with their administration.

These institutions, it may be safely
stated, are now in better condition than
ever before in their history, and yet all
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of them might be much improved. It is
pleasant to record, with emphasis, that
their present officials, teachers and em-
ployes have proven themselves faithful
and equal to their trust.

Under the Act of April 17, 1899, fire
escapes of the most approved invention
have been provided. Heretofore, the an-
nual appropriations for repairs have
'been altogether too small. It is not econ-
.omy to allow such large and expensive
improvements to fall into decay for the
‘want of sufficient means to keep them in
rgood condition. ‘

During the past four years several of
.the superintendents have, at their own
‘expense, visited similar institutions in
the United States with much advantage
to the service. An appropriation of
$3,000 for this purpose, to be under the
control of the Governor, would unques-
tionably be of great practical value; ac-
cordingly, it is recommended.

The expectation may now be reasona-
bly entertained that henceforth the man-
ragement of these institutions will not be
'subjected to change with every adminis-
tration, and that removals will not be
made or re-appointments refused, except
only for the improvement of the institu-
tions themselves. Such policy, however,
should be -accompanied by the require-
ment that their officials and employes,
in whatever capacity, shall abstain, un-
der penalty of dismissal, from participa-
tion in the contests that oceur for offi-
cial and political preferment. Unless
this rule be adopted and its observance
inflexibly enforced, the administration of
these great charities can never reach the
high degree of excellence that is so
greatly to be desired. It may be well
to add that the tenure of the member-
ship of the boards, not only for these,
but for the educational institutions, also,
should be lengthened to six years, and
80 arranged that one-third of it may ex-
pire biennially. The benefit, that would
certainly follow from such a change, is
80 obvious as not to require explanation.

The Lunatlic Asylums—The growth of
population in these institutions during
the past four years has been large—from
1955 on December 1, 1898, to 3145 on
December 1, 1902—an increase of 1190.
Today, there is not, within the know!-
edge of the gentlemen having these asy-
lums in charge, an insane person in jail,
or on any poor farm, or in private cus-
tody. No effort has been spared to have
all persons, entitled to admission, trans-
ferred as rapidly as practicable to the
asylums where they may receive as hu-
mane and skillful care and treatment as
can be given elsewhere. These institu-
tions have made marked and rapid
progress in every direction and are now

justly considered as among the first and
best in the country. They are an honor
to the State, and richly merit the high
regard which they enjoy among all ac-
quainted with their management. Addi-
tional appropriations for betterments,
however, are necessary to their greater
efficiency. The Southwestern is the
smallest of them. It should be enlarged
and equipped to the capacity of 1200 in-
mates, execlusive of officials and em-
ployes. The reports of the superintend-
ents, with the recommendations made,
are worthy the most favorable consid-
eration of the Legislature.

The Deaf and Dumb Asylum.—On De-
cember 1, 1898, as appears from the rec- -
ords, there were in attendance 264 pu-
pils at this institution; on December 1,
1902, the number present was 450—a
gain of 186. 8o excellent in every re-
spect has been its management that it is
attracting general attention and is now
ranked among the foremost of such
schools in the country. Its industrial
features have greatly improved; but
there is need for an additional build-
ing, with the proper equipment, so that
the institution may be able to give this
character of instruction to all of its rap-
idly increasing population. The prinei-
pal and teachers are unquestionably well
qualified for their duties, as is shown in
their work. Where so many children
are assembled and maintained through
a period of not less than nine months in
every year, it is of prime importance
that there should be a hospital to which
the sick may be removed and especially
if with a contagious or infectious dis-
ease. The present title of the institu-
tion is a misnomer, and should be
changed to Texas School for the Deaf
and Dumb, so as to accord with its true
characéter. The report of the superin-
tendent speaks for itself, and discloses a
condition which must be indeed gratify-
ing to every citizen.

The Blind Asylum.—It is with excep-
tional interest that the attention of the
Legislature is invited to this institution.
Of the unfortunate, none appeal so earn-
estly for kindly and substantial consid-
eration as do the blind; and no means
should be withheld in assisting them to-
ward a larger sphere of usefulness and a
better enjoyment of life. The adminis-
tration of this asylum is worthy the
highest commendation; there has been
no lack of care, industry or ability in
those charged with this responsibility.
The usefulness for which the institution
should be capable, however, is much im-
paired through want of sufficient ground
and suitable buildings, properly equip-
ped. The older improvements are of in-
ferior material and workmanship and
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not at all adapted to the purpose in-
tended. They should be torn down, or
thoroughly repaired, with such changes
in construction as may be advisable. To
one at all familiar with present condi-
tions, it must certainly be apparent that
an urgent necessity exists ror relieving
the institution of this embarrassment,
and it is without hesitation that an ap-
propriation of $75,000, to be expended
by the board under the direction of the
Governor, is recommended. If such ap-
propriation be made and judiciously
used, the population of the institution
will rapidly and largely inerease. Its
name should be changed to one more ap-
-propriate—Texas School for the Blind.
The number of pupils in actual attend-
ance on December 1, 1898, was 164; on
December 1, 1902, 168.

The Orphans’ Home.—This institution
is now doing as well as its means will
permit. The present management of the
Home is altogether satisfactory, and
those now in charge are giving to their
duties every attention possible. Its
Board of Trustees asks for certain ap-
‘propriations, all of which appear to be
necessary. The Home is greatly lacking
in industrial facilities. No question can
arise as to the wisdom of promptly and
fully supplying it with whatever may be

~.required to give the children not only
-such education as can be obtained in the
‘best graded schools, but also the indus-
trial training that will enable them,
‘when leaving the Home, to be self-sus-
taining and useful citizens. And the
duty of the State extends further; the
.children, while there, should be so com-
fortably situated and kindly treated that
in after years they will recur to their
life at the Home with the fondest recol-
lections.

Having assumed the responsibility and
duty incident to intelligent and faithful

ardianship, the State cannot afford to
be at all neglectful in anything that con-
cerns their true welfare. Nor can it es-
cape reproach if, because of an omission
of duty, they should in after years be-
come idle, or lawless, or abandoned char-
acters. The Home stands in an attitude
altogether different from that of the
other eleemosynary institutions; and it
should be maintained upon the theory
that the children are there, not because
of mental disease, or physical affiiction,
‘but only because they are orphans, poor
and friendless; endowed, however, with
the capacity for honorable and useful

life—to say nothing of the possibilities’

that await lofty ambition and earnmest
endeavor.

The number of children in the Home
on December 1, 1902, was 308; the re-
port of the Board of Trustees for 1898

shows that on January 1, 1899, there
were 402 children present. This was
found, after careful investigation, to be
erroneous, there being in fact, on that
date, but 299. ’

The Deaf, Dumb and Blind Asylum for
Oolored Youths.—There were in attend-
ance during the year ending August 31,
1902, at this asylum 94 pupils; but ow-
ing to the failure of the Legislature to
make any appropriation whatever, for
the present session, for the salaries of
the superintendent, teachers and em-
ployes, and for the clothing and trans-
portation of indigent pupils, which has
heretofore always been done, the num-
ber now present is mot so large as dur-
ing the previous year. It is hoped that
the Legislature will promptly repair this
injustice. There has been no just cause
for complaint as to the management, of .
the institution during the past four °
years. The superintendent and teachers
have been faithful to their duties, and
deserve honorable mention for the very
creditable manner in which they have
conducted themselves. The name of the
institution should be changed to School
for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Colored
Youths.

THE EPILEPTIC COLONY.

This institution,. authorized by the
Act of February 9, 1899, and upon the
favorable report of a commission, lo-
cated at Abilene, will be ready for eccu-
pancy within the next six months. The
plans and specifications were prepared
by the late J. L. O’Connor, with the as-
sistance and under the supervision of
Dr. B. M. Worsham, Superintendent of
the State Lunatic Asylum. The last
named ‘gentleman was selected to visit
the best institutions of the kind in the
Fastern States, and upon his report it
was concluded to follow the plans of the
one at Sonyea, New York, such changes
to be made in the buildings as would
adapt them to the climate where located.
A survey of the land donated by the eciti-
zens of Abilene, and the plans and spee-
ifications, not only for the buildings now
under construction, but for such as may
be hereafter added, are on file in the
State Department. A contract has been
made with the city of Abilene, at the
rate of three cents per thousand gallons,
for all the water that may be needed for
any purpose whatever for seventeen
years, after the expiration of which
time it is to be supplied the institution
without charge. The Board, consisting
of the Governor, Comptroller and Treas-
urer, has used every effort to secure the
best buildings and improvements possi-
ble and is much indebted to Dr. Wor-
sham for valuable assistance Owing to
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the death of Mr. O’Connor, Mr. M. R.
Sanguinet, of Fort Worth, ha.s_been ap-
pointed to succeed him as architect.

THE PENITENTIARY SYSTEM.

In consequence of the fire in the
Huntsville penitentiary on February 13,
1899, the great overflow of the Brazos
river in the same year, the ravages of
the boll weevil and the devastating
storm of 1900, the loss occasioned by the
boll weevil, the drouth, and unpreced-
entedly early freeze in 1901, and the
largely increased cost of the necessary
supplies over previous years, the peni-
tentiary system has been subjected to a
gtrain far severer than during any
like period since the abandonment of the
lease policy in 1883; and had it not
been for the very intelligent and ener-
getic efforts of its management, the
State would have unquestionably been
called upon to make good a large deficit.
On the contrary, of the $160,000 appro-
priated during the years named, as un-
der previous administrations, to cover
deficiencies and to purchase lands and
material for prison industries, only $80,-
000 has been withdrawn from the treas-
ury, of which $77,261 was used in the
purchase of 8212 acres‘of land in Bra-
zoria county, now known as the William
Clemens farm. It is true that the pres-
ent Fnancial Agent received from his
immediate predecessor $292,955 in cash,
iron pipe and sugar; yet, despite the
losses through the casualties mentioned,
and which were conservatively estimated
at $288,235, and the largely increased
cost over former years of all necessary
purchases, he expended to September 1,
1902, the sum of $291,277 from the re-
sources of the system in permanent im-
provements and property, all of which
have greatly enhanced the value of its
assets. The entire property of the sys-
tem was, on October 31, 1898, appraised
at $2,665,148, from which should be de-
ducted $32,320, consisting of uncollecta-
ble bills, receivable and open accounts,
long past due, which, by order of the
Commissioners, was subsequently charg-
ed off the books as being entirely worth-
less. The actual value of all properties
on that date was, therefore, $2,632,828.
The valuation of the properties owned by
the penitentiary system on September 1,
1902, was then conservatively deter-
mined to be $3,181,410, of which $80,000
accrued through the treasury—an in-
crease of $548,582 since October 31,
1898, for which, less $80,000 withdrawn
from the treasury, the present manage-
ment should be credited.

It will be observed that no account is
made of the very considerable loss, also,

3-8

sustained in 1902 through the drouth
and the boll weevil.

The Financial Agent reports a cash
balance of $10,034 on September 1, 1902,
and as due for labor earned during the
previous month $32,468; and the further
sum of $502,170 in notes, accounts and
stock on hand, consisting of manufac-
tures, complete and incomplete, raw ma-
terial, clothing and provisions—all un-
collectable notes and accounts, fixed ma-
chinery and live stock, which have here-
tofore entered into such exhibits, being
eliminated. ‘

In addition, of the crops grown on
the State and. share farms during the
past year, $137,307 in value has been
realized, and it is now estimated that
$58,500 will also accrue from the crops
yet ungathered and unsold.

The sources, from which the revenue
is obtained to sustain the system, are the
share and State farms, the hire of the -
convicts, and the penitentiaries; and in-
asmuch as a substantial deparfure in
the disposition of the short term con-
viets will probably be under considera-
tion, it is important that accurate in-
formation should be had respecting the
income of the system as now constituted.
Upon the authority of the Financial
Agent, the statement is made that from
all the share farms, operated by the
State during the thirteen years prior to
December 13, 1902, without taking into
account the value of the conviet labor
employed, the aggregate net revenue to
the system was only $104,017—the an-
nual average number of the convicts at
these farms being 491; that the net rewe-
nue to the system-from the Harlem State
farm—the value of the convict labor not
being included—during sixteen years was
$117,619, with an average convict force
of 168; and that the net receipts during
the preceding thirteen years from the
hired convicts amounted to $1,762,440—
the average annual number being 2546.
The Johnson share farm is not consid-
ered, for the reason that female convicts
only are there employed.

The entire product of the Huntsville
penitentiary in manufactures, from No-
vember 1, 1888, to September 1, 1902,
amounted to $3,204,453, of which $760,-
134 was consumed by the system; the
balance—$2.444 219—was sold in the
open market at a profit of $213,949.

The total net deficit at the Rusk pen-
itentiary from 1887 to 1902, inclusive,
was $1,363,433, distributed as follows:
1887-1891, $386,730; 1891-1895. $518,-
664; 1895-1899, $347,861; and $110,178
from February 1, 1899, to December 31,
1902. These large deficiencies are
unquestionably due to the contin-
ued effort that has been made to man-
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ufacture iron. The present assistant su-
perintendent of this penitentiary, on De-
cember 20, 1899, urgently recommended
the discontinuance of the iron industry,
giving as a reason that the cost for the
entire production of iron under existing
circumstances would be disastrous to the
system, and that in time the supply of
both wood and ore would be exhausted.
He also stated that the system then
owned but fifty acres of ore land that
was accessible, and that a portion of this
supply was inferior. An effort was made
by him to purchase timber along the
route of the State railroad from its ter-
minus to the Nueces river. e adver-
tised for proposals in the Rusk papers,
but no offer was made, as all the land,
about 20,000 acres, had been acquired by
a gentleman living in Michigan. To con-
tinue the attempt to manufacture iron
with charcoal and such character of ore,
‘under these most serious disadvantages,
would, in my judgment, certainly result
in a greater loss than heretofore.

The objections to the employment of
the convicts on the share farms and to
their hire are many and well grounded,
and the policy can only be tolerated be-
cause of the inability of the penitentia-
ries to afford room and employment to
the entire convict population. It may be
said with entire truth that their condi-
tion during the present administration
has been much improved. They have
been supplied with sufficient and suitable
food and clothing; every precaution has
been taken to prevent mistreatment and
overwork; and the sick have been cared
for. The deaths, through killing by
guards, have been less by fifty per cent.
than under any previous administration,
and have only thus occurred when abso-
lutely necessary to repress a mutiny or
to prevent escape. In every instance the
attention of the proper civil authorities
has been immediately called to the kill-
ing, and investigation had as required by
law. The regulations promulgated by
the Commissioners in regard to the con-
victs are very stringent, and whenever a
violation has been ascertained, the of-
fender has been dismissed. But despite
all these precautions, it cannot be de-
nied that there have been cases of bad
usage which have never come to the
knowledge of the penitentiary authori-
ties, and so long as the system of main-
taining convicts in temporary quarters
and separate bodies shall continue, it
will be impossible to insure their proper
treatment at all times.

My predecessors were earnestly op-
posed to the policy, and their views, so
strongly and frequently expressed, have
received the favorable consideration of
the several Legislatures during the past

twenty years. My opinion has been, and
now is, that the share farm and hire
policy should be abandoned at the ear-
liest moment practicable, and that the
convicts, except such as can be held and
employed in the penitentiaries, should
be concentrated in large numbers on
farms owned and operated by the State.

Among the advantages that will fol-
low when this shall have been done, will
be the maintenance of the conviets at
less expense to the State, and in a char-
acter of employment that will bring
them into the least competition with free
labor. Under the direct and personal
control of an official, who should be ap-
pointed by the Governor, with a rank
and salary erough tosecure an honorable
and competent person, they would be far
less liable to abuse than now; their quar-
ters would be made entirely comfortable
and in accordance with modern sanitary
regulations, and their living greatly im-
proved through orchard, garden and
dairy products; hospitals could be es-
tablished, also chapels and school rooms.

So believing, I approved the purchase,
during the years 1899-1900, of 8212 acres
of land in Brazoria county, well located
upon the Brazos river, and of great fer-
tility, notwithstanding the penitentiary -
system was then and is now laboring
under the misfortunes already men-
tioned.

To September 1, 1902, there had been
expended on this property, in the way of
improvement, $126,428. In pursuance
of the act of October 2, 1901, a contract
was made for the erection of a sugar
mill at a cost of $268,500, without inter-
est. The contractor has received $40,-
600, and will be paid, during the present
month, $35,000 more, and it is estimated
that the erop of 1902 will yield at least
$40,000 additional—the remainder to be
paid, year by year, from the proceeds of
the cane growing upon the farm.

The mill is first class in every respect,
each and every part being entirely new
and of the ‘most approved type, and pos-
sessing a capacity for grinding not less
than 1,000 tons of cane every twenty-
four hours. The penitentiary manage-
ment is greatly indebted to Mr. T. W.
House, of Houston, for his kindly offices
—he being an experienced and successful
sugar grower and manufacturer. Under
his personal superintendence the plans
and specifications were prepared, which,
together with the contract, are on file
in the State Department.

If properly managed this property is
destined to become a model conviet farm,
the operation of which will be conducted
without expense to the treasury, and
where the convict can receive all the
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consideration that humanity can dic-
ate.

¢ Inasmuch as a large number will be
maintained at this place, it is recom-
mended that an additional superinten-
dent of the penitentiaries be created,
who shall be appointed by the Governor,
and shall have it in charge.

The number of pardons granted dur-
ing the present administration has been
785, of which 122 were on the recom-
mendation of the penitentiary physicians
because of diseases believed to be fatal,
and which incapacitated the convicts so
pardéned for labor; and 23 whose testi-
mony was needed by the State in im-
portant eriminal prosecutions.

THE HOUSE OF CORRECTION AND REFQRM-
ATORY.

Since this institution, under the act
~of May 12, 1899, passed under the con-
trol of the Penitentiary Commissioners
and of the present assistant superinten-
dent, it has undergone marked improve-
ment. Though suffering from two suc-
cessive annual drouths, it has paid into
the treasury, during the past four years,
$32,399, as against $19,324 during the
nine years prior to January 1, 1899. It
labors, however, under a great lack of
facilities for moral, educational and in-
dustrial instruction, and these should be
liberally supplied without hesitation by
the Legislature.

Its inmates, when sent there, are un-
der the age.of seventeen years, and their
employment should not be exclusively
confined to farming. They should be
given the opportunity, not only to ac-
quire a fair education through the school
room, but also a training in such indus-
tries as will enable them, when dis-
charged, to return to society in a con-
dition to earn an honorable living and to
become good citizens. They are not
there merely to undergo punishment for
wrong doing; their confinement is for a
better purpose; it is for the improve-
ment of their moral and intellectual na-
tures as well, and the State ean not af-
ford to release them without having at
least made an honest and practical effort
toward their thorough reformation, to
accomplish ‘which the chapel, the school
room, and the work shop are essentially
necessary. To this end, I have to re-
commend larger annual - appropriations
than heretofore, or if only the usual
amounts be given that all revenue aris-
ing from the institution may be used by
the commissioners for its betterment
upon the lines indicated.

The assistant superintendent reports
but two successful escapes in the same
» number of years, and during that time

but one death, out of a population rang-
ing from 142 to 200. The facts given
speak well for its management and
should encourage the Legislature to deal
more - liberally with the institution than
heretofore.

THE AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 6, SECTION
2, OF THE CONSTITUTION.

It is believed -that in order to render
this amendment wmore effective official

receipts for poll taxes should be given ~

separately from those for other faxesjy
that election officers should be required
to stamp, or write in ink across the face
of every poll tax receipt, when presented
to them by a voter, the word “voted,”
with the date of the election; and that
the amendment and law should be made
to apply as well to primary as to general
and special elections.

THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE.

As required by the Act of February
22, 1901, three boards of medical exam-
iners for the State were organized, and
their reports are submitted to the Leg-
islature. A careful examination of them
will furnish the information necessary in
order to make the law more effective,
The people have suffered greatly in con-
sequence of men, without qualification,
undertaking to follow this profession;
and it is a well known fact that fraudu-
lent diplomas have been issued in large
numbers to all who would pay for them,
without the slightest regard to personal
character or professional fitness. It is
clearly the duty of the government to
prevent such practices, however extreme
the measures that might become neces-
sary.

THE TRUSTS.

The evil that is resulting to the coun-
try from the formation and operation
of trusts, is now so generally recognized
that it is hardly necessary to invite at-
tention to the subject. The question is
so complicated, and the interests in-
volved are so large and varied, that any
legislation looking to its full and final
adjustment will be required to undergo
the ordeal of judicial interpretation.
Owing to our dual form of government,
Federal and State action must be had
before complete relief can be given. This
condition adds to the difficulty of the sit-
uation, and makes those interested in
such combinations hopeful that nothing
effective will be done.

The Legislature in 1889 enacted what
is commonly known as the anti-trust
statute, and owing to a defect indicated
in a decision of the Supreme Court of
the State, the law was amended in 1895.
The Act of 1889, as amended by the Act



36

SENATE JOURNAL.

January 16, 1903

of 1895, exempted from its provisions
live stock and agricultural products in
the hands of the producer. Iollowing
a decision of the United States Supreme
Court construing a similar statute of
1llinois, the courts of this State have
held the law of 1895 to be unconmstitu-
tional and void. In 1899 there was fur-
ther legislation upon the subject, in
which it was declared to be cumulative
of all kindred laws previously enacted,
and at least one district judge of the
State has held such legislation to be void
because of the exemption referred to.
The case, in which this decision was
made, is now pending before the Supreme
Court. Whatever may be the determina-
tion of the court in the premises, it is
thought that additional legislation on
the subject should be had at as early a
date as practicable.

The trust, whiech econsisted of a com-
bination or agreement between two or
more persons, firms or corporations, by
which the price of articles was fixed, or
the output limited, either by direet
agreement or by placing the controlling
interests of the different persons, firms
and corporations under the management
of one or more persons, having been de-
clared by the courts to be illegal, the
method is now adopted to form a cor-
poration for buying the physical prop-
erties of competing plants, thus concen-
trating them all under one management,
and, in effect, making a complete con-
solidation. 1t is evident that in so far
as suppressing competition may be the
object, this method of combination is
much more effective than any plan pre-
viously devised. Stringent legisiation is,
therefore, recommended prohibiting the
combination or consolidation of existing
corporations; and the law authorizing
their formation should be so amended
as to exclude a charter for the purpose
of establishing or maintaining more than
one plant or business, and also to re-
quire the place of its business to be
stated in the charter, with a restriction
as to its operations elsewhere. No in-
jury can follow from the suggested
changes; nor can a good reason be urged
why a corporation should be authorized
to engage in business at more than one
place. This prohibition is to be found
in the laws permitting the formation of
national banks. The prosperity of these
associations clearly indicates that the
limitation is not harmful, either as re-
gards the condition of the banks or the
{?ndition of proper service to the pub-
ic.

IRRIGATION.

In an able and exhaustive address by
Hon. Yancey Lewis, of the State Univer-

sity, before the Texas Bar Association,
in which the law upon this subject as’
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
State was carefully and fully reviewed,
he announced as a result of his investi-
gation: “That there is a non-arid area
in the State which the riparian owner
cannot irrigate, though it be done with
reasonable regard for the rights of
others; that there is an arid section in
which, with reference to streams and
waters upon the public lands, the right
to use the water for irrigation and other
specified purposes depends entirely upon
the priority of appropriation, under con-
ditions preseribed by the statutes, sub-
ject to the riparian rights of the gran-
tees of land adjacent to the streams;
that in the arid section individuals and
companies may secure the right, against
riparian owmners, to divert water from
the streams for purposes of irrigation
and for other purposes specified in the
statutes by condemning the rights in the
water of the stream of the riparian prop-
erties, and making compensation there-
for, but not otherwise; that within the
arid section riparian owners, as between
themselves, and for irrigation purposes,
may divert the waters of the stream to
the extent of exhausting the supply for
this purpose without regard to the right
of other proprietors, whether they may
exhaust it as against the natural wants
of the lower proprietors is not decided,
and that there is a priority of right, de-
termined not by priority of appropria-
tion, but by superiority of location with
reference to the head of the stream; and
that what is the arid and what is the
non-arid region is a. question of fact, to
be determined upon appropriate pleading
and proof in the particular case.”
Because of the large and valuable in-
terests involved, and of the -general
movement in some sections for securing
water for agricultural purposes by means
of irrigation, it is believed that the Leg-
islature should give this subjeet its most
thoughtful consideration. It would
seem, from the address of Judge Lewis,
that the law is so unsettled as not only
to jeopardize investments already made,
but also to delay any extended effort
that might be contemplated to apply the
streams of the State to such uses. .

THE BOLL WEEVIL.

The outlook for agricultural progress
and prosperity would be most promising,
notwithstanding the drouths of the past
two vears, were it not for the presence
of the boll weevil in a considerable por-
tion of the State, and of its certain
course throughout the entire cotton
producing region unless immediately
checked and destroyed.
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Efforts have been made by both TFed-
eral and State authority to devise means
by which this might be accomplished,
butewithout success. Past failures, how-
ever, should not occasion discouragement
or cause the abandonment of all at-
tempts to overcome the difficulty.

After much reflection I have been led
to believe that the wisest policy in the
circumstances of the present, would be
to make an appropriation of not less
than $25,000 for the purpose, the ex-
penditure to be entirely within the dis-
cretion of the Governor. If this be done,
he would undoubtedly seek and obtain
the co-operation of the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, and would also call to his as-
sistance the ablest and most experienced
entomologists in the country. To limit
the expenditure to a certain line of work
or to a predetermined theory, in view of
the present ignorance on the subject,
would be injudicious in the extreme.

THE CITY OF GALVESTON.

On account of its great importance
not only to the State, but also to the
western and southwestern States and
Territories, and of its large and growing
commeree, it became necessary early in
1899 to inquire into the system of pilot-
age that was being maintained at the
port of Galveston. Upon investigation
it was found that the sessions of the
Board of Pilot Commissioners had been
very seldom held for a_series of years,
that the service was not so good as it
should be, and that the charges for pilot-
age were excessive. ‘

After an unsuccessful effort to secure
a change for the better in these particu-
lars, a new board was appointed with
excellent results. The number of pilots
and deputy pilots was increased, the
charges for pilotage materially lowered,
and a new vessel purchased; so that it
may be said the pilot service at Galves-
ton is now equal to that of any port in
the United States and that the charges
are lower,

The Commissioners hold their sessions
at stated intervals, and have exerted
themselves to secure all needful faeili-
ties for navigation.

Monthly reports are umiformly made
by them to the Executive, in which the

“name, tonnage and date of every vessel
entering and leaving the port are given;
also, the name of the pilot in charge and
the amount received for each particular
service.

It appears from the report of the Com-
missioners that 990 vessels, foreign and
domestic, with a total capacity of 2,375,-
808 tons, entered the port during the
year ending December 31, 1992, and that

the entire amount of pilot charges was
$63,894.

Because of the exceedingly great loss
sustained from the storm of 1900, the
Twenty-seventh Legislature, by the Act
of April 19, 1901, granted to the city
the net proceeds of all State taxes, of
whatever kind, within the city limits,
and that go to the general revenue for
the two years beginning September 1,
1901. A further grant of such taxes
will be asked and I have to earnestly rec-
ommend that it be made for the full
time permissible under the Constitution.

Seldom has a community suffered such
a calamity as befell the city in Septem-
ber, 1900, and much more seldom have
any people exhibited, under such dis-
tressing circumstances, so much courage,
self-reliance, and civie pride.

FYor this, if for no other reason, the re-
lief that will be sought should be unhes-
itatingly given.

But it should be remembered that the
safety and prosperity of this port is of
incalculable value to the entire west and
southwest, and, also, that ever since the
county of Galveston was organized in
1839, its citizens have, as a body politic
and in their individual capacities, freely
contributed of their substance to the
general welfare and to relieve local and
special wants as well.

The city has now undertaken to build
a sea wall for its better protection, and
at a great cost. The bonds issued for
the purpose have been taken, almost al-
together, by its own people, and the
State can well afford, out of its abund-
ance, to allow the funds that will be
asked. The grant for the two years by
the Twenty-seventh Legislature has not
ocecasioned the slightest inconvenience.
The general revenue, without additional
taxation, is certain to increase each
year.

THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION.

On January 14, 1901, quite a number
of public spirited and enterprising eciti-
zens of the State met at Dallas, under
an invitation extended by the Executive,
and organized for the purpose of mak-
ing an exhibit of the resources of Texas
at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition,
to be held at St. Louis in 1904. An
earnest effort is now being made to raise
the necessary funds through private sub-
seription. So far, the success has been
as great as could be reasonably expected,
but it is believed by many that the funds
that will be required, should not come
entirely from individual contributions.
The question of an appropriation by the
State is, therefore, submitted to the Leg-
islature, in the hope that it will be given
the attention its importance demands,



38

SENATE JOURNAL.

January 16, 1903

and that such action be taken as in its
judgment may be warranted by the Con-
stitution, It is not to be doubted that
the exposition—should an exhibit in
keeping with the dignity and wealth of
the State be made—will be of greater
benefit to Texas than perhaps to any
other commonwealth in the Union.

On account of the accessibility of the
exposition and the prominence given in
the matter of a site for its building, the
occasion will enable the State to bring
to the notice of the world its great and
attractive resources and its unparalleled
opportunities for commercial and indus-
trial enterprise.

WOREKS OF ART.

In the appropriation Acts of May 29,
1899, and October 2, 1901, provision was
made for the erection of the statues of
Gen. Sam Houston and Stephen F. Aus-
tin in the Capitol of the State, and of
the statue of Gen. Houston in the Statu-
ary Hall of the National Capitol from
the models previously presented the
State by the celebrated sculptress, Miss
Elisabet Ney—and, ailso, for a monu-
ment to Gen. Albert Sydney Johnston
in the State cemetery; the construction
of the statues to be under the direction
of the Governor, and of the monument
under the supervision of the Governor,
Comptroller, Superintendent of Public
Buildings and Grounds and the Presi-
dent of the Daughters of the Conieder-
acy. Contracts for their execution in
the finest Italian marble have been made
with Miss Ney and are on file in the
State Department. The statues intended
for the State Capitol have been com-
pleted and placed in the rotunda, and
await the pleasure of the Legislature as
to their unveiling. That of Gen. Hous-
ton for the National Capitol will be com-
pleted and delivered on or before Decem-
ber 1, next. The monument to Gen.
Johnston will be erected on or before
July 1, 1904.

The Twenty-fifth Legislature, by the
concurrent resolution of April 3, 1897,
authorized the association known as
“The Daughters of the Republic of
Texas,” to erect and place in one of the
allotted spaces assigned to the State of
Texas in the Hall of Statuary in the
National Capitol at Washington a
statue representing and in memory of
one of the fathers of Texas—such statue
to be approved by a State commission
consisting of the Governor, Comptroller
and Attorney General. The association
selected Stephen F. Austin as the one
for whom the statue should be executed.
and has contracted for it in the sum of
$4,500. Of this amount, after earnest

and continued exertions, it has been able
to raise only $1,561. No one will ques-
tion that the statues of Gen. Houston
and Stephen F. Austin should be placed
in the Capitol at Washington at the
same time. An additional sum of
$3,000 is necessary in order to meet the
balance due on the Austin statue, and I
recommend an immediate appropriation
in that amount, to be in the hands of
the Governor and paid out by him, upon
vouchers approved by the president of
the association, in accordance with the
terms of the contract.

THE SAN JACINTO BATTLE FIELD.

Under the Act of May 6, 1897, as
amended by that of February 13, 1899,
the purchase of the ground upon which
the battle of San Jacinto was fought,
has been completed. The appropriation
of $1,000, made by the Twenty-seventh
Legislature to inclose and beautify it,
was found to be altogether inadequate,
and was, therefore, not expended. Means
sufficient should be allowed for the

-proper protection and improvement of

the field as a public park.
CONCLUSION .

As the platform declarations will have
the attention of my successor, it only
remains to be said that whatever of
merit the administration of the public
affairs during the past four years may
possess, the largest measure of commen-
dation is due my associates in the sev-
eral departments and branches of the
service, with whom are to be included
the presidents, superintendents, profes-
sors and teachers in the educational in-
stitutions and the public free schools,
those connected with the eleemosynary
and penal establishments, all boards for
whatever purpose formed, and the sub-
ordinates of every grade in the employ
of the government. With but rare ex-
ception, they have been faithful to every
duty, and have promptly and efficiently
responded to every call. To them my
most grateful acknowledgments are sin-
cerely tendered for their uniform, cor-
dial and effective co-operation in the en-
deavor to give to the State the best serv-
ice possible. The Twenty-sixth and-
Twenty-seventh Legislatures also justly
deserve to be kindly remembered for the
good and wholesome legislation enacted
by them.

For myself it is only claimed that in
whatever I have done, the motive has
been to serve the people faithfully, hon-
estly and well.

JosePH D. SAYERS.
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

To the Senaete and House of Represenia-
twes.

For the information of the Legisla-
ture, the report of the Board, consisting
of the Governor, Comptroller and Attor-
ney General, who were authorized by the
resolution of August 30, 1901, to enter
into such agreement as in their judg-
ment might be necesary to secure the re-
turn to the proper officials of all moneys
in the custody of the First National
Bank, of Austin, on August 3, 1901, the
date when it was closed by the National
Bank Examiner, is herewith transmit-
ted.

JOosEPH D. SaYERs,
Governor.

To the Senate and House of Represenia-
tives.

The undersigned, who were constituted
by the resolution of August 30, 1901, a
board to make and enter into such
agreement as in their judgment might
be necessary to secure the return to the
proper officials of all moneys in the cus-
tody of the First National Bank, of
Austin, on August 3, 1901, the date on
which said bank was closed by the Na-
tional Bank Examiner, beg leave to re-
port: :

That upon examination it found in the
custody of said bank and due the State
Treasurer on said date, the sum of $358,-
208.89, and the further sum of $39,-
511.39 due the Secretary of State, or a
total to both officials of $397,720.28;
that on January 2, 1902, an agreement
was made with said bank, by which, of
said sum, $97,921.30 was to be pail on
January 6, 1902; $50,000 on February
2, 1902; $50,000 on March 2, 1902; $50,-
000 on April 2, 1902; $50,000 on May 2,
1902; $50,000 on June 2, 1902; and $49,-
798.98 on July 2, 1902; and that each
and all of said installments were paid
to said officials, and by them deposited
in the treasury on or before the dates
specified—so that the Staie has lost
nothing whatever through said bank.

Josepa D. Savers, Governor.
R. M. Love, Comptroller.
C. K. BeLi, Attorney General.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

To the Senate and House of Representa-
tives.

It is a matter of much importance
that provision be made for the supply
of the public buildings and grounds in
the city of Austin with water, light and
power, of sufficient quantity and force
and at a reasonable rate. At this time

there is a great deficiency in these prime
necessities. On the 13th day of October
last the Superintendents of the State
Insane Asylum, Deaf and Dumb Asylum
and Public Buildings and Grounds were
constituted a board to make a thorough
and exhaustive inquiry into the matter.
A copy of the report of the board, with
accompanying papers, is herewith trans-
mitted to the Legislature for its infor-
mation. In striking contrast with the
conditions at Austin is the cost of water
at the North Texas Insane Asylum,
which does not exceed five cents per one
thousand gallons; at the Southwestern
Insane Asylum, after being carried a dis-
tance of nearly five miles and with a
force sufficient to throw it into the
fourth story, six and three-quarter cents
per thousand gallons; and at the Epilep-
tic Coleny, not greater than six cents per
one thousand gallons. The board esti-
mates the cost of a sufficient supply of
water, light and power to the institu-
tions and buildings at Awustin, under
present conditions, at $32,200 per an-
num, and advises that the quantity of
water now being furnished is far less
than what is actually needed, and, also,
that in some of the institutions the light
is altogether insufficient.

Attention, however, is invited to the
communication by the Mayor of the city
of Austin, and the President of the Wa-
ter, Light and Power Company, of Jan-
uary 15, 1903, which was received sub-
sequently to the report of the board. In
this communication it will be seen that
the proposition is submitted by these
officials of the city government to sup-
ply the State institutions, including the
capitol and grounds and the Governor’s
Mansion, for the period of ten years.

JosepH D. SAYERS,
Governor.

October 13, 1902.

Dr. B. M. Worsham, Superintendent
State Insane Asylum; Hon. B. F. Mo-
Nulty, Superintendent State Deaf and
Dumb Asylum; Hon. Sam Harlan, Su-

perintendent Public Buildings and
Grounds, Austin, Texas.
Dear SIRS: You are hereby requested

to organize as a board to proceed into a
thorough and exhaustive inquiry as to
the best and most economical method of
supplying the several institutions loca-
ted at Austin, including the capitol and
capitol grounds, State University, Con-
federate Home and Executive Mansion,
with sufficient power and lights and an
abundance of water suitable for every
purpose.

You will report to me in writing the
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1esult of such inquiry, giving the cost of
power, lights and water to each of said
institutions and places for the past five
years, and also the estimated future an-
nual cost to each of said institutions and
places under the present facilities for
obtaining power, lights and water.

You will also ascertain whether or not
the proper authority in the municipal
government can and will contract with
the State to furnish the necessary
amount of power, lights and water for
all the institutions and places named
through a series of years—not less than
ten——and if so, the amount of power,
lights and water to be furnished and the
annual cost of the same—payments to be
made monthly.

Should you reach the conclusion that
it would be wise—having regard to econ-
omy and efficiency—that a change should
be made in our present methods of fur-
nishing said institutions and places with
power, lights and water, you will report
such change to me fully and in detail,
and the cost of making such change,
should it be made, and the annual cost
of maintaining the same.

You will also report to me such other
facts and suggestions as in your judg-
ment may be necessary for the Legisla-
ture and the Executive to thoroughly
understand present conditions, and also
the conditions that will most probably
exist should a change in the present
method of furnishing power, water and
lights to said institutions and places be
made. Yours very truly,

JOoSEPH D. SAYERS,
Governor.

(Copy.)
QOctober 17, 1902,

To the Honorable, the Mayor and COity
Council, Austin, Texas.

Dear Siks: In conformity with in-
struetions from the Governor, we res-
pectfully ask that you furnish us the
following information:

First. Is it possible for the State to
purchase the old power, water and light
plant recently bought by the city, to-
gether with the mains and electric lines
leading to the various eleemosynary in-
stitutions, including the State Capitol
and University, and if so, the lowest
price that it can be bought for.

Second. Are you prepared to enter
into a contract on the part of the City
of Austin to furnish the State institu-
tions with water, light and power for a
period of ten years, and if so, at what
rate?

If You are prepared to entertain a
proposition of this character, please ad-
vise us at what time you can furnish us

this information, and if it is desirable
for us to meet your honorable body for
the purpose of considering the above
proposition.
Very respectfully,
B. M. WORSHAM,
Chairman Special Committee.

December 9, 1902.

Hon. B. M. Worsham, Chairman Special
Committee, Austin, Texas.

DeArR Sik: We herewith transmit to
you, and through you to your committee,
a writlten statement of the terms on
which we are willing to recommend the
sale by the City of Austin to the State
of Texas, of a water and light plant,
viz:

The city to convey to the State the fol-
lowing property, comprising a complete
water and light plant, which has been in
use, furnishing water and light up to
the 1st day of December, 1902, for the
sum of One Hundred and Thirteen
Thousand Dollars, ($113,000.00), viz:

1. Lots in blocks 186 and 187, Aus-
tin, Texas, together with cottages, filter-
ing wells, power house and all other im-
provements thereon situated, and at
present comprising part of the city sys-
tem of water and light works.

2. Lines of water mains of the respec-
tive sizes shown on the anmnexed blue
print, extending from the filtering wells
and power house above mentioned to the
State pipe connections at property lines
following State institutions, viz: State
Capitol, Lunatic Asylum, State Univer-
sity, Governor’s Mansion, School for the
Blind, School fop the Deaf and Dumb,
School for the Negro Deaf, Dumb and
Blind, and the Canfederate Home.

3. One 3,000,000-gallon Holley pump,
with all connections, etc., already erect-
ed in the power house above mentioned.

4. The boilers situated in said power
house. )

5. The two large engines situated in
the said power house.

6. The two small engines situated in
the power house and used for generating
electricity.

7. Two 1500 light generators and one
750-light generator situated at the power
house.

8. The right to use city pole lines for
the purpose of stringing wires to the va-
rious State institutions above named.

Said plant when sold not to be used
for water, light or power service to pri-
vate residences, firms or corporations.

Yours very truly,
Gro. FIEGEL,
F. M. Mapbpox,
Sub Committee.
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Austin, Texas, December ’10, 1902.

Hon. Joseph D. Sayers, Governor, Aus-
tin, Texas.

DEAR SiR: Acting upon your instruc-
tions to make a thorough and exhaustive
inquiry as to the best and most econo-
mical method of supplying the several
institutions located at Austin, including
the State Capitol and Executive Man-
sion, beg to submit the following:

We find that under the present ar-
rangement 1if the several institutions
shall be furnished with the water, light
and power that is absolutely necessary
to their proper maintenance, and only to
their proper maintenance, the cost of its

supply as now charged by the city of

Austin would be as follows:

State Lunatic Asylum........ $7,500.00
State Capitol and Executive

Mansion .................. 7,000.00
Deaf and Dumb Asylum....... 6,000.00
Blind Asylum ............... 2,000.00
Confederate Home ........... 2,600.00

Colored Deaf, Dumb and Blind
Asylum
State University

1,200.00
6,000.00

Total $32,200.00

We further find that the quantity of
water now furnished the institutions is
far less than what is actnally needed,
and that in some of the institutions the
light is altogether insufficient.

A communication was addressed to the
Mayor and City Council for a proposi-
tion to purchase the old power, water
and light plant, and we herewith attach
their proposition, the total estimate of
same being $113,000.00. We find further
that before this plant could be utilized
by the State, the following improvements
would be necessary:

Two engines, 400 H. P. each..$21,400.00
Two generators, 300 K. W.

each ........ I 12,500.00
Four boilers, 270 H. P. each. 10,272.00
One 3,000,000-gallon pump ... 5,000.00
Repairs on old pump 2,500.00
Repairs on building and filter-

ing ditches
Wire, to run to various institu-

tions
Setting machinery and making
. steam and electric connec-

tions

5,000.00

...............

3,000.00

5,000.00

Total $64,672.00

We find, further, that an entire new
plant can be installed upon land owned
by the State, situated near the old power
plant, at the following estimate:

Pipe for water mains, with

lead and jute for connec-

tions to all institutioms....$56,107.16
Laying pipe 7,500.00

N

................

Two engines, 400 H. P. each..$21,400.00
Two generators, 300 K. W.

each 12,500.00
Four boilers, 270 H. P. each.. 10,272.00
Two 3,000,000-gallon pumps.. 10,000.00
Erection of building, smoke-

stack and filtering ditches.. 25,000.00
Copper wire, No. 6 R. C., W.

P. 25 1-2 miles ........... 2,314.79
400 poles for wire........... 1,200.00
Setting machinery -and making

electric and steam conneec-

tions ........ ... .. ...... 5,000.00

Total ............c.o... $151,293.95

In order to complete our present sys-
tem of supplying the various institutions
it has been estimated by the superintend-
ents that it would require, at the Deaf
and Dumb Institute, $20,000.00 to put in
separate plant. At the Blind Institute,
to dig well, buildestand pipe and pro-
vide the necessary equipment, $20,000.00.
At the State Capitol, to establish a
pumping station at the river, with the
necessary filtering wells, pipe lines and
electrically driven pumps, $20,000.00. At
the State Lunatic Asylum, under pres-
ent conditions, while the supply of wa-
ter has been sufficient, the quality is not
suitable at all for boilers and steam pur-
poses, and cannot be used for irrigation
or sprinkling. There has been, further,
a noticeable decline of the artesian wells
at the above institution, which gives a
reasonable probability that in a very
short time the supply will not be suffi-
cient. This supposition is based upon
the fact that the history ef all artesian
wells is to the effect that, sooner of later,
they decline or fail entirely. It is our
deliberate opinion that a plant centrally
located to supply all the institutions
eould be pperated upon at least 50 per
cent. less expense than. an individual
plant at each institution, and the service
would be much better. To operate an
individual plant at each institution
would require more labor, more fuel, and
the freight rates and drayage would be
far in excess of that in a centrally lo-
cated plant.

With reference to the purchase of the
old plant, we submit the figures to you
without recommendation. but recommend
the urgent necessity of the adoption and
installation of a centrally located plant.

You will observe in the proposition
submitted by the city, they fail to men-
tion whether or not they would furnish
the water, light and power required by
the several institutions for a-period of
ten years, and at what price, but gave
the private information that they could
not undertake to do this with the pres-
ent arrangements at all, and that if it
was undertaken by the city they would
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do it only upon a charge of double the
present rates. ‘

All communications addressed us uwpon
this subject are herewith transmitted to
you.

Respectfully submitted,
B. M. WoRrsHAM,
B. F. McNuULTY,
Sam HARLAN.

TEXAS SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF.

December 9, 1902.
Dr. B. M. Worskam, City.

DEAr Sik: We estimate that it will
require 100,000 gallons of water per day
to supply this institution, and at the
meter rate of 10c per 1,000 gallonms, it
will cost the State about $300.00 per
month. We have now in use 318 lights,
and when our new sclool building is con-
nected up, we will then have 453. At a
meter rate the light and pewer would
cost us at least $200.00 per month, mak-
ing a total for water and light of $500.00
per month, or $6,000.00 per year.

Yours respectfully,
B. F. M¢cNuULTY,
Superintendent.

December 10, 1902.

Dr. B. M. Worsham, Chairman, Austin,
Texas.

DEAR SIR: It now costs the State to
light the Capitol building, furnish the
necessary power and to supply it with
the required amount of water at this
writing, $7,000.00 per annum.

In my judgment, to supply the
grounds with water, it will require at
least 100,000 gallons per day., We now
have in use 1,300 16-candle power lamps
and use 28 house power for the purpose
of running the elevator, supplying the
buildings with water and running the
small meter used in the carpenter and
repair shop.

Very truly yours,
SAM HARLAN,
Superintendent Public Buildings
Grounds.

and

CONFEDERATE HOME.

Austin, October 21, 1902.

Dr. B. M. Worsham, Superintendent
State Lunatic Asylum, Austin, Texas.
DEAR DocTOR: As per your request,

I send you cost of water and lights.
From March, 1901, to TFebruary 28,

1902.—Water, $216.00; lights and power

for laundry, $1,109.54. Total, $1,325.55.
Six months, March 1, 1902, to August

31, 1902.—Water, $108.00; power and:
lights, $524.96. Total, $632.96.

We now have 175 lights, all told. If:
we succeed in getting appropriations:
asked for, our water and lights will be:
increased at least 50 per cent. I am sat-
isfied the city is doing something for the:
Home simply because it is an old sol-
dier’s home, especially in charges for:
water—$18 per M.

Respectfully,
: R. Y. King,
Superintendent Confederate Home.

Austin, Texas, Nov. 6, 1902.

Dr, B. M. Worsham, Supt. Lunatic Asy-.
lum, Austin, Texas.

Dear Doctor: Since my last advice:
to you in reference to the cost of water
and lights for the Confederate Home,
the price has been increased to more:
than double what it was at that time,
For the month of October the cost was
$144.65. The Governor asked me to ad-
vise you of the above raise to the end
that you be posted in estimates he ex-
pects you to make in the mear future.

Respectfully, ™ R. Y. King,

Superintendant Confederate Home.

TEXAS DEAF AND BLIND ASYLUM FORB
CQLORED YOUTHS,.
Austin, Texas, Oct. 21, 1902.

Hon. B. M Worsham, Supt. of Insane

Asylum, City.

Dear Sik: In replying ‘to yours of
the 17th I wish to give the following
answer:

The amount of water used during the’
past vear on a daily average was 1,095,-
750 gallons. | We furnish our own water,
but at the:rate the city charges for
water it would cost us $1095.75. I see
no reason why the same supply of water
(1,095,750 gal.) would not be sufficient
for the next 12 months. Our fuel to
supply our water cost’ us $243.00 per
year. For the past year it has been
satisfactory and of sufficient quantity,
but we find it not suitable for vegeta:
tion.

We have 112 lights and it cost us in
the past year, on the daily average,
about $360.00 per year.

Respectfully submitted,
S. J. JENKINS,
Superintendent.

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS.
October 25, 1902.

Dr. B. M. Worsham, Austin, Texas.

Dear Docror WoRsHAM: I herein en-
close you copy of letter from Mr.
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Charles B. Winn, bookkeeper of the Uni-
versity, in reply to your letter of Oc-
tober the 17th, which was referred to
him for special reply. We have been in
a lamentable condition at the University
in regard to both water and light ever
gince the dam broke. Hoping that some
arrangement can be made by which we
can get speedy relief, T am,

Sincerely yours,

WM. L. PRATHER,

President.

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS.

October 24, 1902.

President Wm. L. Prather, University of
Texas, Austin, Texas.

DeaR SiR: Referring to the enclosed
letter addressed to you by Dr. B. M.
Worsham, Chairman of the Commitiee
appointed by the Governor “to ascertain
facts concerning cost of water, light and
power for the various State educational
and eleemosynary institutions,” asking
for an estimate of the probable amount
of water, light and power and cost of
same, needed by the University for all
purposes for the next year, I submit the
following:

Light and Power.

University Hall, light,
watts; $600.00. Woman’s Building,
light, 7,500,000 watts; $750.00. Main
Bldg. & Labs., light, 1,500,000 watts;
$150.00—81,500.00.

Elevator, Main Bldg., power, 1,000,
000 watts; $100.00. Klevator Woman’s
Bldg., power, 1,000,600 watts; $100.00.

6,000,000

Physics workshop, power, 1,000,000
watts; $100.00—$300.00.

Water.
Campus, 2,500,000 gals.; $250.00.

‘Main Bldg. Labs. & Men’s Gymn., 2,000,

000 gals.; $200.00. TUniversity Hall,
3,600,000, gals.; $350.00. Woman’s
Building, 4,000,000 gals.; $400.00—
$1,200.00.

Total estimate for water, light and
power, $3,000.00.

During the past year the total
amount of water used for all purposes
by the University was about 4,000,000
zallons, the city being unable to furnish
the water actually needed for sanitary
.ourposes; for weeks at a time the pres-
sure not being sufficient to force the
water -to the second floor of the Main
University Building, and for several
ila.lys at a time we were without water at
WL
It should be borne in mind that the
‘oregoing estimates for water, light and

ower are based on our present mneeds,

and no account has been taken of the
needs that will be required in a very
short time to meet the rapid growth of
the University. In making an estimate
as a basis for the Governor’s recommen-
dation to the Legislature for the equip-
ment of a central plant for the supply
of water, light and power to all the
State institutions, the University should
be put on a basis of 3,000,000,000 watts
for light, power, etc., and 2,000,000,000
gallons of water. This, I think, would
be a safe basis to cover the future
needs of the University.
Respectfully,
CHas. B. WINN.

Austin, Texas, Dec. 12, 1902.

Governor Joseph D. Sayers, Austin,

Texas.

Dear Sir: Replying to your letter
of the 11th instant, in which you ask
if the estimate at the conclusion of my
letter of Qctober 24, 1902, addressed to
President Prather, in regard to the
needs of the University in the matter of
water, light and power, “is intended to
be the amount which the University
should have annually,” you are advised
that the estimate at the conclusion
of my letter should have read thirty
million watts for light, power, etc., in-
stead of three billion; and twenty mil-
lion gallons of water instead of two
billion, per annum to meet future con-
tingencies. Very respectfully,

CrAs. B. WINN.

INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND.

Austin, Texas, Oct. 21, 1902.

Dr. B. M. Worsham, Supt. Lunatic
Asylum, Chawiwman, Committee, Aus-
tin, Texas.

Dear Sir: In answer to your letter
of October 17, making inquiries as to the
amount of water used by this institu-
tion, and cost of same, and also the num-
ber of lights used by us and approximate
cost of same, I beg leave to submit the
following figures taken from our rec-
ords:

STATE

Session 1901-1902.

Amount of water consumed during
school session, 1.302,642 gallons.

Amount of water consumed during
vacation, 505,465 gallons.

Average daily consumption during
the school session, 4,707 gallons.

Average daily consumption during the
vacation, 5,613 gallons.

General average daily consumption
approximately, 5,000 gallons,
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Total ecost for water during school
session, $130.16.

Total cost for water' during vacation,
$50.54.

Total cost for water for whole year,
$180.70.

Average daily cost for water, 50 cents.

We shall be bound to have more water
hereafter, as our cconomy in its use has
been extreme beyond actual sanifation.
Adding 10 per cent. more would give the
following:

Total number gallons needed per year
by this institution, 2,000,000 gallons.

Total cost for water ‘absolutely neces-
sary, $200.00 per year.

It must be said that this will not be
enough water for us if we could possibly
have money to pay for more. We
ought to have a great deal more than
this, and could use wisely twice as much.

We cannot say that the water has been
satisfactory either in quality or quan-
tity. Often it has been muddy; often
shut off from us entirely; often too
weak pressure to send it into lavatories

~and waterclosets. Once or twice the
laundry had to be suspended for a
whole day at a time.

Number of lights used approximately,
300.

Number of watts consumed during
year, school term, 5,042,800.

Number watts consumed during vaca-
tion, 700,000.

Number watts consumed during entlre
year, 5,742,800.

Ayverage daily consumption ‘during
session in watts, 18,473,

Average daily consumption during
session in watts, 7,008.

Average daily consumption during
whole year in watts, 15,733.

Cost during entire session, $508.28.

Cost during vacation, $66.00.

Total cost for entire year, $574.28.

Average daily cost during session,
$1.86.

Average daily cost during wvacation,
71 cents.

Average daily cost during the entire
year, $1.02.

Estimates for
mately, $650.00.

We consider that the city lights
have been very satisfactory. The above
estimates are made on the basis of get-
ting water and lichts from the city. It
wonld cost us mmch more to furnish
lights with our own dynamo. We have
based these estimates also on the former
price for water. and we do nct know
what the city will charge for water
hereafter. Any raise¢ in  price would
affect us materially, of course. OQur
daily average cost for both water and
lights has been approximately $1.52.

next year approx1-

Trusting that this information may
be satisfactory and uscful, I am,
Yours very truly,
H. 1. PINER,
Supt. Texas School for the Blind.

January 15th, -1903.
Hon. Joseph D. Sayers, Governor State
of Texzas, Austin, Texas.

Sik: Complying with your request:
for a proposition from the City of Ausd
tin to furnish the State, for the variouss
State institutions, water, light and pow-
ed for a period of ten years, we beg to
submit the following, viz:

For the Lunatic Asylum.

300,000 gallons per day, or 9,000,000t
gallons per month at 6 cents per 1, 000i
gallons, $540.00 per month.

For the Deaf and Dumb Institute. «

175,600 gallons per day or 5,250,000
gallons per month at 6 cents per 1, 000)
gallons, $315.00 per month.

For the University.

125,000 gallons per day or 3,750, 00%)'
gallons per month, at 6 cents per 1,000‘
gallons, $225.00 per month.

For the State Capitol Grounds.
90,000, gallons per day or 2,700, OG§
0

’;?

gallons ﬁer month at. 6 cents per 1,0
gallons, $162.00 per month.

Fo)f the Confederate Home. f‘

50,000 gallons per day or 1,500, 00
gallons per month at 6 cents per 1,0
gallons, $90.00 per month.

F.oay the Blind Institute.

25,000 ga\,llons per day or 750,000 g
Ions per month at 8 cents per 1,000 ga
lons, $60.00 per month. -

For the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Instv,tut"

10,000 gallons per day or 300,000 ga(
lons per - “month at 10 cents per 1,0
gallons, $30.00 per month. !

:
i

For the Governor’s Mansion and
Grounds.

5,000 gallons per day or 150,000 gal
lons per month at 10 cents per 1,0
gallons, $15.00 per month. {

For the Qeneral Land Office. 3

5,000 gallons per day or 150,000 ga
lons per month at 10 cents per 1,0
gallons, $15.00 per month. 9

For the State Cemetery. R
2,000 gallons per day or 60,000 gallod®
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per month at 10 cents per 1,000 gallons,
$6.00 per month.

- For the State Drill Grounds.

1,500 gallons per day or 45,000 gallons
pper month at 10 cents per 1,000 gallons,
$4.50 per month.

The above rates are made as the min-
imum quantity to be used monthly at
each place. Should an excess of said
quantities be used at any one place, then
same to be paid for at the rate per 1,000
gallons named for such place.

The ‘water to be measured by first-
class meters to be furnished by the
State.

Lights and power to be furnished at
sur meter rates hereto attached as fol-
lows:

Light Ratgs by Meter.

For a monthly consumption of

800,000 watts or less, 10 cents per
1,000.

801,000 watts to 1,000,000, 8 cents per
L,000.

1,001,000 watts to 5,000,000, 7 cents
ser 1,000.

Meter Rates for Power.

For a monthly consumption of

1,000 watts to 100,000, 10 cents per
1,000,

’ 101,000 watts to 300,000, 8 cents per
-,000.

301,000 watts to 500,000, 7 cents per
,000,

501,000 watts to 1,000,000, 5 cents per
,000.

1,001,000 watts to 5,000,000, 4 cents
er 1,000.

5,001,000 watts to 10,000,000, 3 cents
er 1,000,

10,001,000 watts and gver, 2 cents per
,000.

Meters to be read and payments
tade monthly.

Trusting the above and foregoing
roposition to be satisfactory, we have
he honor to remain,

Very respectfully,
) GEo. FIEGEL,

President Water, Light & Power
‘ompany.

R. E. WHITE,

Mayor of the City of Austin, Texas.

'o the Senate.

The advice and consent of the Senate
3 asked to the following appointments:
A. L. Hughes, of Travis county, mem-
er of the Board of Trustees of the
Jeaf and Dumb Asylum, vice H. P. Hill-
El)l(')(‘l; resigned. Appointed November 2,

~

Herman Pressler, of Travis county,
Trustee for the Deaf and Dumb and
Blind Asylum for Colored Youths, vice
S. P. Weisiger, removed. Appointed
January 21, 1902.

George C. Pendleton, of Bell county,
member of the Board of Trustees of the
Texas Confederate Home, vice J. B.
Rogers, deceased. Appointed December
13, 1902.

W. A. Polk, of Navarro county, mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Or-
phan’s Home, vice J. H. Haden, resigned.
Appointed March 22, 1901,

J. L. Megathlin, of Jefferson county,
Commissioner of Pilots for Sabine Pass,

vice John Dillon, resigned. Appointed
March 22, 1902.
James K. P. Gillaspie, of Harris

county, Judge of the Criminal Court of
Galveston and Harris counties. Ap-
pointed December 31, 1902.
JosEPH D. SAYERS,
Governor,

SECOND HOUSE MESSAGE.

To Hon. J. N. Browning, Lieutenant
Governor. .

MR. PRESIDENT: . I am directed by the
House to inform the Senate that the
House has passed the folowing Concur-
rent Resolution No. 1, relative to the
unveiling of the statues of General Sam
Houston and Stephen F. Austin, and

No. 2, providing for the appointment
of a joint committee to arrange for
counting the votes for Governor and
Lieutenant Governor, and to arrange for
the inauguration of said officers.

BoB BARKER,
Chief Clerk, House of Representatives.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION NO. 2—CALLED UP
AND WITHDRAWN.

Senator Stafford called up Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 2 (see above),
and withdrew the same.

HOUSE CONCURRENT -RESOLU-
TION NO. 2.

The President here laid before the
Senate House Concurrent Resolution No.
2, providing for the counting of the vote
for Governor and Lieutenant Governor,
and the inauguration of the same, and

The same was read and adopted.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION NO. 1.

The President here laid before the
Senate House Concurrent Resolution No.
1, relating to the unveiling of the stat-
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ues of General Sam Houston and Steph-

en F. Austin, and
The same was read and adopted.

COMMITTEE REPORTS.

By unanimous consent, the following
committee reports were made to the Sen-
ate:

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, January 16, 1903.
Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the

Senate.

Sr: Your Committee on Finance, to
whom was referred )

Senate bill No. 1, a bill to be entitled
“An Act appropriating One Hundred and
Ten Thousand Dollars to pay mileage
and per diem of officers and employes of
the Twenty-eighth Legislature.”

Have had same under consideration, |

and I am instructed to report it back to
the Senate with the recommendation
that it do pass.

And we further recommend that the

bill be not printed.
WILSON, Chairman.

: Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, January 16, 1903.

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the

Senate.

Sik: Your Committee on Finance, to
whom was referred

Senate bill No. 2, a bill to be entitled
“An Act appropriating Twenty Thous-
and Dollars ($20,000) to pay the con-
tingent expenses of the Twenty-eighth
Legislature,”

Have had the same under considera-
tion, and I am instructed to report it
back to the Senate with the recommen-
dation that it do pass.

And we further recommend that the
bill be not printed. .

WILSON, Chairman.

) . Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, January 16, 1903.

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the
Senate.

Sir: Your Committee on Judiciary
No. 1, to whom was referred
. Senate bill No. 7, a bill to be entitled
An Act to confer upon the county court
of Matagorda county, the civil and erim-
inal jurisdiction belonging to said court,
under the Constitution and General Stat-
utes gf Texas; to define the jurisdiction
of said court; to conform the jurisdic-
tion of the District Court of said county
}o said (éhang;le ;t to fix the time of hold-
ng court, and to repeal all la i -
flict with this act,”p e eon
 Have had the same under considera-
tion, and I am instrueted to report it

*

back to the Senate with the recommenda-

tion that it do pass. )
STAFFORD, Acting Chairman.

SENATE BILL NO. 1—(MILEAGE
AND PER DIEM)—PASS-
AGE OF.

Qenator Wilson called up Senate Bill
No. 1 (mileage and per diem), and
moved that the Senate rule requiring
committee reports to lay over for ome
day, be suspended for the purpose of con-
sidering said bill.

The rule was suspended, and the bill
was laid before the Senate.

On motion of Senator Wilson, the Con-
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read
on three several days was suspended and
the bill put on its second reading, by the
following vote:

Yeas—25.
Brachfield. Hill.
Cain. Lipscomb.
Davidson of McKamy.
DeWwitt. Mills.
Davidson of Morzis.
Galveston. Patteson.
Douglass. Paulus.
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk. Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Hale. Stafford.
Harbison. Willaey.
Henderson. Wilson.
Hicks.
Absent.
Decker. Harper.
Grinnan.
Absent—Excused.
Beaty. Hanger.
Martin.
Bill read secoiid time and ordered en-
grossed. .

On motion of Senator Wilson, the Con-
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read
on three several days was suspended and
the bill put on its third reading and final
passage by the fellowing vote:

Yeas—25.
Brachfield. Hill.
Cain, Lipscomb.
Davidson of McKamy.
DeWitt. Mills.

Davidson of Morris.

Galveston. Patteson.
Douglass. Paulus.
Faubion. Perkins,
Faulk. Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Hale. Stafford.
Harbison. Willacy.
Henderson. Wilson.
Hicks.
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Absent,
Deeker. Harper.
innan.
Grinn Absent—Excused.
Beaty. Hanger.
Martin.

Tﬁe bill was read third time, and

passed by the following vote:

Yeas—24.
Brachfield. Hill.
Cain. - Lipscomb.
Davidson of McKamy.
DeWitt. Mills..

Davidson of Morris.

Galveston. Patteson.
Douglass. Paulus.
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk, Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Hale. Stafford.
Henderson. Willacy.
Hicks. Wilson.

Absent.
Decker. -
Grinnan. Harbison,
Absent—Excused.

Beaty. Harper.
Hanger. Martin.

SENATE BILL NO. 2— (CONTINGENT
EXPENSES)—PASSAGE OF.

Senator Wilson called up Senate bill
No. 2 (Contingent Expenses), and moved
that the Senate rule requiring committee
reports to lay over for one day, be sus-
pended, for the purpose of considering
said bill. |

The rule was suspended and the bill
was laid before the Senate.

On motion of Senator Wilson, the Con-
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read
on th[ﬁe several days was suspended and

the bill put on its second reading by the
following vote:

Yeas—24.
Brachfield. Hill.
Cain. Lipscomb.
Davidson of McKamy.

DeWitt. Mills.

Davidson of Morris.

‘ Galveston. Patteson.
Douglass. Paulus.
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk. Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Hale. Stafford.
Henderson. Willacy.
Hicks, Wilson.

Absent. -
‘Decker. Harbison.
Grinnan,

Absent—Excused.

Harper.
Martin.

Beaty.
Hanger.

Bill read second time and ordered en-
grossed.

On motion of Senator Wilson, the Con-
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read
on three several days was suspended, and
the bill put on its third reading and final
passage by the following vote:

Yeas—24.
Brachfield. Hill.
Cain. Lipscomb,
Davidson of McKamy.
DeWitt. Mills.
Davidson of Morris.
Galveston. Patteson.
Douglass. Paulus.
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk. Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Hale. Stafford.
Henderson. Willacy.
Hicks. Wilson,
Absent,
Decker. . Harbison.
Grinnan.
Absent—Excused.
Beaty. Harper.
Hanger. Martin.

The bill was read the third time and
passed by the following vote:

Yeas—23.
Brachfield. Hill.
Cain. Lipscomb,
Davidson of McKamy.
DeWitt. Mills.
Davidson of Morris.
Galveston. Patteson.
Douglass. Paulus.
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk, Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Hale. Stafford.
Henderson. Wilson.
Hicks.
Absent.
Decker. . ‘Harbison,
/| Grinnan. Willacy.
Absent-—Excused.
Beaty. Harper.
Hanger. Martin.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED.

In aceordance with House Concurrent
Resolution No. 2, the President of the
Senate appointed Senators Grinnan,
Decker and Harbison, to arrange for
counting the votes for Governor and
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Lieutenant Governor, and the inaugura-
tion of said officers.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS.

The committee retired and later ap-
pearing at the bar of the Senate, report-
ed as follows:

Hon. James N. Browning, President of
the Senate, and Hon. Pat M. Neff,
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives.

Siks: Your joint committee ap-
pointed to make arrangements to count
the vote and to arrange for the Inaugu-
ration of the Governor and Lieutenant-
Governor beg leave to recommend that
the House and Senate meet in joint ses-
sion in the Hall of the House of Repre-
sentatives, on Friday the 16th day of
January, A. D. 1903, at 11:30 o’clock
a. m., for the purpose of counting said
votes, and that the House and Senate
will sit in joint session in the Hall of
the House of Representatives on Tues-
day the 20th day of January, 1903, at
12 o’clock noon, at which time the joint
committee will escort the Governor and
Lieutenant-Governor elect to the Speak-
er’s stand when the oath of office will
be administered to them by the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court.

On the part of the House,
ROBERTSON,
SCHLUTER,
CoNNOLLY,

On the part of the Senate,
GRINNAN,
HARBISON
DECKER.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1.

By Senator Savage:

Senate Joint Resolution No. 1.

Whereas, The public printing of the
State of Texas is being executed under
the operation of an antiquated law
which will not permit of the printing of
Legislative bills from type composed by
the modern Linotype; therefore, be it

Resolved, By the Senate, the House
of Representatives concurring. that the
State Board of Public Printing be au-
thorized to permit the printing of Leg-
islative Bills in thirty-two ems pica
measure, at a price in proportion to the
contract price for bills printed in thirty-
six ems pica measure, and that in fu-
ture contracts shall be made for the
printing of Legislative Bills in thirty-
two ems pica measure.

Read second time and on motion of
Senator Mills was referred to Commit-
tee on Public Printing.

of Zavala,

January 16, 1908

COMMITTEE REPORT.

By unanimous consent the followingi
committee report was sent up:

Committee Room, g
Austin, Texas, Jan. 16, 1903, q;

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of .
Senate.

Sik: Your Committee on Judlcla.ryg
No. 1 to whom was referred Senate bilL
No. 3 “A -Bill to be entitled an Act
repeal an act to incorporate the towtq

in Smith county, Texas;
passed at the session of the Thirteenth
Legislature approved May 17, 1873.%

Have had the same under considera.:‘a
tion, and I am instructed to report i
back to the Senate Wlth the recomme
dation that it do p 4

STAFFORD, Actmg Chairman. 3

Senator Davidson of DeWitt mow
that the Senate go into executive s
sion tomorrow morning at 10:30 o’cloc
January 17, 1903, for the purpose of co
firming appomtments made by the Go
€rnor. i

The motion prevailed.

The Chair, at 11:30 a. m., announcef§
that the hour had arrived for the Semg.
ate and House to meet in joint sessiof]
to count the vote, and prepare for thi
inauguration of the Governor and Lieu
tenant Governor, and, accordingly, this
Senate repaired to the Hall of the Houd#
of Representatives.

EXECUTIVE SESSION TIME SET§

IN JOINT SESSION.

At 11:30 o’clock a. m., the HonorabR:
Senate of Texas was announced at th
bar of the House, and, escorted by Sefk
geant-at-Arms of the Senate, C. H. Alley
and Secretary of the Senate, Clyde E
Smith, the Senators advanced into th@
hall and by direction of the Speaker, af’
cupied seats along the aisle already pre§.
pared for them. '

President of the Senate, Hon, Jas. ¥
Browning, was then invited to a seat g
the rostrum on the right of Mr. Shannoij:.
who was in the chair, and who callé
the joint session to order. a»

Lieutenant Governor Browning thef
directed the Secretary of the Senate #§
call the roll of the Senate. P

The roll of the Senate was called
the following Senators answered to thef
names: ;

Beaty. Davidson of
Brachfield. Galveston.
Cain. Decker.
Davidson of Douglass.

DeWitt. Taubion.
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Faulk. Mills. Randolph. Stokes.
Faust. Morris. Reese. Stollenwerck.
Grinnan. Patteson. Rice. Strother.
Hale. Paulus. Rieger. Talbot.
Harbison. Perkins. Roberts, Tarkington.
Henderson. Savage. Robertson of Bell. Terrell of
Hicks. Sebastian. Robertson of McLennan.
Hill Stafford. Williamson. Terrell of Travis.
Lipscomb Willacy. Rochelle. . Tharp.
McKamy Wilson. Rowland. Timon.
Russell. Trice.
Absent—Excused. Sanders, Ware.
. Schlick. Weinert,.
Hanger. Martin. Schluter. Williams.
Harper. Seabury. Witcher,
Sevier. Woods.
Twenty-eight Senators present. Shannon. Wooten.
Necessary to a quorum, i6. Smith. Worsham.
The President announced a quorum. | Standifer. York.
The chair then directed the Clerk to| Stewart.
call the roll of the House.
The roll was called and the following Absent.
members answered to their names: Blalock. Stell.
Ainsworth. Harris. Hemphill.
Alderdice. Hendrick. .
Anthony. Hodges. ‘ Absent Exm-xsed.
Baines. Holsey. Adair. Davis of
Barrett. Hoskins. Cobbs. San Augustine.
Bean. Hudspeth. Sanford.
. Hurt.
g:gg};tt_ Is:acks. One' hundred and twenty-five Repre-
Bolin. Jackson. sentatives present.
Boyd. Johnson. Necessary to a quorum, 89.
Brelsford. Jones. (Speaker Neff in the chair.)
Bridgers. Knight. The Speaker announced a quorum
Brown of Falls.  Kubena. present.
Brown of Kaufman.Kyle. . The Speaker then announced that the
Browne of Karnes. Linn. two houses were in joint session for the
Bryan. Love. purpose of counting the vote cast for
Bryant. Low. Governor and Lieutenant Governor at
Callan. Marsh. the last general election, held November
Calvin. Mays. 4, 1902.
Chesley. Meachum. The Speaker announced the following
Connally. Meiizen. tellers on part of the House:
Cottrell. Middlebrook. Messrs. Bridgers, Love and Barrett.
Crawford of Miller of Howard. The President announced the following
Robertson. Miller of Milam. tellers on part of the Senate:
Crawford of Young_Moran_ Senators Paulus, Wilson and Mills,
' Cunningham, Mulkey.
Daugherty. Murray of Burleson.| COUNTING THE VOTE FOR GOV-
Davis of Brown. Murray of Wilson. ERNOR AND LIEUTENANT
Duff. Murrell. GOVERNOR.
Edwards. Napier.
Egan. Neims. The Speaker then requested the tell-
English Nicholson. ers to come forward, and he delivered to
Fountain Nowlin. them the returns of the general election
Fowler Onion. held in this State, Tuesday, November
Gibbs 0’Quinn. 4, 1902, for Governor and Lieutenant
Gilliam. Peeler. Governor, and which returns were by the
Glenn. Perry. Secretary of State duly delivered to him
Gray. Pearson of Burnet. |as Speaker of the House of Representa-
Green. Pierson of Hunt. tives of the Twenty-eighth Legislature.
Griggs. Pickett. (Mr. Shannon in the chair.)
Grisham, Ponton. The tellers then proceeded with the
- Guinn. Potter. count, assisted by R. C. Lomax of the
Hagan. Ragland. State Treasurer’s office and J. C. Thomp-
Hancock. Ramsey. son of the Comptroller’s office.
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RECESS OF JOINT SESSION.

Pending the count, Mr. Hendrick, on
part of the House, moved that the joint
session take a recess to 2 p. m. today.

The Speaker announced that the mo-
tion prevailed on part of the House.

Senator Davidson of DeWitt, on part
of the Senate, moved that the joint ses-
sion take a recess to 2 p. m. today.

The President announced that the mo-
tion prevailed on part of the Senate.

The Speaker then declared the joint
gession closed for recess to 2 p. m. today.

The Senate retired to its chamber.

IN JOINT SESSION.

The Honorable Senate of Texas was
announced at the bar of the House, and,
accompanied by Clyde D. Smith, Secre-

tary of the Senate, advanced into the
Hall and resumed the same seats as in
the forenoon, while the President, Hon.
J. N. Browning, resumed his seat on the
right of the Speaker.

Mr. Shannon in the chair, on part of
the House, called the joint session to
order and announced that the two houses
were again in joint session for the pur-
pose of completing the count of the vote
for Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

The count of the vote was then re-
sumed, the same tellers acting as in the
forenoon.

(Pending the count, Senator Morris,
on part of the Senate, was called to the
chair.)

When the count was concluded, the
tellers announced the following result:
(Speaker Neff in the chair.) :
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RETURNS OF AN ELECTION HELD NOVEMBER 4, 1902.

For Governor and Lieutenant-Governor,

Counties.

For Governor.

For

Lieutenant-Governor.

S. W. T. Lanham.

Geo. W. Burkett.

J. M. Mallett.
G. W. Carroll.

Scattering.

Geo. D, Neal.

D. H. L. Bonner.

A. Everts,

Scattering.

ADAEISOM vvvrrecvrremoisemrsssrrgecsenarssneessennes
Angelina....
ATANSAS ccoveerivrnnns ou
Archer......
Armstrong
Atascosa.......

Brazorid.....ccoveeeee civecninene corenieenne sevenens
Brazos ..... e vreeesrteeensesraeaseerasnes
Brewster . .
Briscoe....
Brown ...
Burieson

Qaldwell . R

Calhoun .....
Callahan oovivvniiiriiniiee e s rerser s,
CATOIOD . eee e iieeeeiienrseeeeeninreeomeeyeraenens
[0F:8 1) + SR OO
Carson..
Qass. ....
Qastro.....
Chambers .
Cherokee ..
Childress

Collingsworth .........
(8757003 £ ¥ o Lo SRR PO
(003 't PSR
Comanche.
CONCRhO....ccoeiieiiaeeieenicceeceervvnee neee
COOK®....ccvvmmrrirnr e eiveenre v e
Coryell
Cottle......
Crockett...
Orosby ........ cvceeveeeirnriaeceeeeenns e
DallaM ...ccoivmvrnnrmneniiiiseneecnneeneann.

FAYOLUO. ooov oo oo
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BRETURNS OF AN ELECTIOR HELD NOVEMBERE 4, 1902-coatinued.

For Governor and Lieutenant-Governor.

For
overnor.
For Gover Lieutenant-Governor.

Counties.

S. W. T. Lanham
Geo. W. Burkett.
J. M. Mallett.

G. W. Carroll.
Scattering.

Geo. D, Neal.

D. H. L. Bonner.
A. Everts
Scattering.

Fort Bend ...
Franklin.....
Freestone .. et reererenaes
Galveston .....
Gillespie .......
Glasscock .....
Goliad......... .
Gonzales.. e
Gray ........
GTAYSON wceeeiiiiniiainennirrs e reseaeseinees
GTEEE . cvvevvencenvrrraeearrennanas

Grimes.....
Guddalupe.. ..............
Hale... . .
Hall cooreivceinie rrcriieceminis seraninranecscnaesesnanas
Hamilton .....c.ccooee cevnennnnn
Hansford....o.ooccoiiiiveveneeiiieiiiee e,
Hardeman .......... cceeceenn. ..
Hardin....c.. ......ooomenneeee .
HAPEIS tovveiiieiiiiiin ereriies e rnanreseesierernnan
Harrison ..cocoooovees vvemeeenr s
Hartley ... ¢ et reeeee ceremeeeereei e aenas
Haskell. .
Hays...
Hemph
Henderso
Hidalgo
Hill..
Hood ..
Houston ......... cecorvveeenranne
Howard. .o e
Hunt .. .
Hutchmson  reeeriee eeerreee et
Irion..
TRCK oo e
Jackson .
Jasper...
Jedff Dd.VlS
Jefferson...
Johnson o oo
Jones ...t
Karnes ...
Kaufman ............ coeeeeen. .
Eendall .................................. :

Lampasas ...
LaSalle ..........ccoccvvvviininine
Lavaca.... -
Lee.. ...... ettt ererer e eiraenere inanas

Leon ..
leerby .....
Limestone.......cc... .ceeeee. e .
Lipscomb...
Live Oak ...............................
Llano.. .
Lubbock e teeteae et i bt trree e eaaaea
Madison...
L P O
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RETURNS OF AN ELECTION HELD NOVEMBER 4, 1902—continued.

¥For Governor and Lieutenant-Governor,

Oounties.

For Governor.

For
Lieutenant-Governor.

S. W. T. Lanham.

Geo. W. Burkett.

J. M. Mallett.
G. W. Carroll.

Scattering.

D. H. L. Bonner.

Geo. V. Neal.
A. Everts
Scattering,

Matagorda...
Maverick.....

McCulloch ...
McLennan...,

McMullen.
Menard...
Midland .
Milam. ..
Mills..ueeene
Mitchell ....
Montague....
Montgomery...
MoOOre «.vveeeens
Morris ...
Motley .........
Nacogdoches...

Ochiltree...
Oldhamw .....
Orange......
Palo Pinto
Parker.....
Pecos ...
Polk ....
Potter....
Presidio.
Rains......

RusK..covrinnnnns
San Augustine. .
8an Jacinto ...

Stephens...
Sterling.....
Stonewall.
Sutton ..
Swisher..
Tarrant.
Taylor............
Throckmorto
Titus..occeeennenn
Tom Green..
Trinity ..

Tyl
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RETURNS OF AN ELECTION HELD NOVEMBER 4, 1902—continued.

For Governor and Lieutenant-Governeor.:

For
For Governor. Lieutenant-Governor.
2% 5
. < i 3 = . g
Counties. g s- * o = =}
3 = ot = 0 o .| 2 0
Q1@ R 3 s |58 2| =
S g |22 5 |s||¢]| 5k
B $ = = = $ = & 2
w.| B | =B & o | 8| <4 @
UVAIAC.. coeivveeveeeenrcrieeriaiee s ervseseearesenns 657 235|......... 2 B8] 664|......... 1 6
Val Verde..... kel L= (1] PP IO 117 805.iieeeens levenane. 59
Van Zandt..... 2687 84 149 29 334; 2689 149 23 299
Victoria ... ... 1243 1144 1 | P 1
Walker...cooceaeeen.n. 1065 336 42 [ PO 1100 43| .......
Waller....cccceee.e... 739 776 48 52 2| 749 45 33 2
Ward ......cocivneees 313 15 1 23.. 319 1 23
Washington ... .... 20731  658|...cccu.. 21 b o7 PO TN DRTTPRRII
Webb .oooveveeee 2212]  869[.cc.ceun. |rreeennn. 1| 2683[vererrres]oernenen 1
Wharton........ 463 619 2 47 3  532[......... 27 24
Wheeler......... 168]......... 2 1 | PSR 168 |1 [ IR
Wichita ... ..... 781 149 16 >3 | AR 878 16 30
Wilbarger.... 822 78 15 62 33 801 15 63 33
Williamson 3217 548 123 109 3| 3484 345 101 4
Wilson......coeeeeene. 2273
Wise .ccooviviercniiennns 2492
Wo0od ..cooviirvarnonnens v eer oe.| 1803
Young.....ooveeeeene 970
Zapata ....cccceerennen 159
758 4 N VSN S 158
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REPORT OF JOINT TELLERS.

To Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the
RSenate, and Hon. Pat M. Neff, Speaker
of the House.

We, your joint tellers appointed to
ecanvass the votes cast for Governor and
Lieutenant Governor of this State at the
last general election held in this State,
beg leave to report that the following
is the result of our canvass: i

There were cast for the office of .Gov-
ernor: .

For S. W. T. Lanham, 269,076 votes.

For Geo. W. Burkett, 65,706 votes.

For J. M. Mallett, 12,387 votes.

For G. W. Carroll, 8,708 votes,

Secattering, 3,273 votes.

Total votes cast for the office of Gov-
ernor, 359,150. .

There were cast for the office of Lieu-
tenant Governor:

For Geo. D. Neal, 285,651 votes.
For D. H. L. Bonner, 14,752 votes.

* For A. E. Everts, 7,463 votes.
Scattering, 4,041 votes.

Total votes cast for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, 311,907.
. Pavurus,
WILSON,
MiLis,
On part of Senate.

BRIDGERS,

Love,

BARRETT,
On part of House.

Whereupon Hon., Pat M. Neff, acting
in his constitutional capacity as Speaker
of the House of Representatives of the
Twenty-eighth Legislature of Texas, an-
nounced as follows: .

“S. W. T. Lanham having received the
highest number of votes cast, I, by the
authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the State of Texas, de-
clare him legally and constitutionally
elected Governor of the State of Texas
for the ensuing term of two years.”

“Geo. D. Neal having received the
highest number of votes ecast, I by
the autbority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the State of Texas,
declare him legally and comstitutionally
elected Lieutenant-Governor of the State
of Texas for the ensuing term of two
years.”

The Speaker then announced -that the
business of the joint session was con-
cluded and delivered the election :re-
turns used in counting the vote into the
hands of Chief Clerk, Bob Barker, di-
recting him to deliver same in person
to the Secretary of State.

"On motion of Senator Decker the
Senate retired to its chamber. :

IN THE SENATE.

By unanimous consent, Senator Patte-
son sent up the following privileged re-
port:

K Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, January 16, 1903.
Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the

Senate. :

Sik: Your Committee on Engrossed
Bills have carefully examined and com-
pared '

Senate bill No. 1, a bill to be entitled
“An Act apropriating One Hlundred and
Ten Thousand Dollars ($110.000) to pay
mileage and per diem of menibers and
per diem of officers and employes of the
Twenty-eighth Legislature,”

And find same correctly engrossed.

PATTESON, Chairman.
Senator Stafford moved that the Sen-

‘ate rule requiring committee reports to

lay over for one day be suspended for
the purpose of considering Senate bill
No. 3.

.

The motion prevailed, and the Presi-
dent laid before the Senate, on second
reading, Senate bill No. '3 (see caption
in today’s Journal).

On motion of Senator Stafford the con-
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read
on three several days was suspended and
the bill put on its second reading by the
following vote:

Yeas—25.
Brachfield. Henderson.
Cain, Hicks.
Davidson of Hill.
DeWitt. McKamy.
Davidson of "Mills.
Galveston. Morris,
Decker. Patteson.
Douglas. Paulus,
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk. Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Grinnan. Stafford.
Hale. Willacy.
Harbison.
Absent.
Lipscomb. Wilson.
Absent—Excused.
Beaty. Harper.
Hanger. Martin.

Bill read second time and ordered en-
grossed. ‘

On motion of Senator Stafford the con-
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read
on three several days was suspended and
the bill put on its third reading and final

‘passage by the following vote:



that the Senate rule requiring committee
reports to lay over for one day be sus-
pended for the purpose of considering
Senate bill No. 7.

The motion prevailed, and the Presi-
dent laid before the' Senate, on its see-
cnd reading,

Senate bill No. 7 (see caption in to-
day’s Journal).

On motion of Senator Davidson of Gal-
veston the constitutional rule requiring

bills to be read on three several days was

suspended and the bill put on its second

reading by the following vote:
. Yeas—24.
Brachfield. Harbison.
Cain. Henderson.
Davidson of Hicks.
DeWitt. Hill.
Davidson of McKamy.
. Galveston. Mills.
Decker. Morris.
Douglass. Patteson.
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk. Savage.
Faust. Sebastian.
Grinnan. Stafford.
Hale. Willacy.
Absent.
Lipscomb. Wilson.
Paulus.
Absent—Excused.
Beaty. Harper.
Hanger. Martin.

Bill read second time, and ordered en-
grossed. '

On motion of Senator Davidson of Gal-
veston the constitutional rule requiring
bills to be read on three several days was
suspended and the bill put on its third
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Yeas—26. reading and final passage by the follow-
ing vote: .
Brachfield. Henderson. :
Cain. gi fks' Yeas—26.
Davidson of ill. Brachfield. Henderson.
DeWitt. McKamy. Cain. ,E[i:ks."o
Davidson of Mills, Davidson of Hill,
Galveston. Morris. DeWitt. Lipscomb.
Decker. Patteson. Davidson of McKamy.
Douglass. Paulus. Galveston. Mills,

. Faubion. Perkins. Decker. Morris.
Faulk, Savage. Douglass. Patteson.
Faust. Sebastian. Faubion. Paulus.
Grinnan. Stafford. Faulk, Perkins.
Hale. Willacy. Faust. Savage.
Harbison. Wilson. Grinnan. Sebastian.

Absent. Hale. Stafford.
Lipscomb. «Harblsop. Willacy.
Absent—Excused. Absent.
Wilson.
Beaty. Harper.
Hanger. Martin, Absent—Excused.
Beaty. H .
Senator Davidson of Galveston moved H:ilgyer. M:.l;'}t)f;.

The bill was read third time, and
passed by the following vote:

\ Yeas—27.
Brachfield. Hicks.
Cain. Hill.
Davidson of Lipseomb.

DeWitt. McKamy.
Davidson of Mills.

Galveston. Morris.

Decker. Patteson.
Douglass. Paulus.
Faubion. Perkins.
Faulk, Savage.
Faust, Sebastian..
Grinnan. Stafford.
Hale. Willacy.
Harbison. Wilson.
Henderson.

_ Absent—Excused.
Beaty. Harper. .
Hanger. Martin.

COMMITTEE REPORT.

The followng committee report was
presented:
Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, January 16, 1903.
Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the
Senate:

Sk: Your Committee on Engrossed
Bills, have carefully examined and com-
pared -

Senate bill No. 2, A bill to be entitled
“An Act appropriating twenty thousand
dollars ($20,000) to pay the contingent
expenses of the Twenty-eighth Legisla-
ture,”

And find the same correctly engrossed.

PATTESON, Chairman.
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On motion of Senator Lipscomb, the
Senate, at 12:55 p. m., took a recess un-
til 2 o’clock p. m.

AFTER RECESS.

(Lieutenant-Governor Browning in the
chair.)

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.

By Senator Perkins: A :

Senate bill No. 16, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to provide for the extension and
enlargement of the present iron smelt-
ing furnace in the State penitentiary at
Rusk, Texas, or to construct and erect a
new furnsce at said place; authorizing
and directing the Penitentiary Board to
purchase or otherwise acquire timber or
timbered lands and iron ore or lands con-
taining deposits of iroh ore, sufficient to
supply the charcoal and iron'ore neces-
sary to run and operate the iron smelt-
ing furnace or furnaces and pipe works
situated in said penitentiary to their

full capacity, as herein provided, and on | &

full time, for not less than ten years
from the date of this act; providing for
conducting experiments and tests at the
State iron smelting furnace in said pen-
tentiary in the use of lignite or brown
coal and fuel oil as fuel in the smelting
of iron; prescribing by whom said test
shall be made and if such test prove suc-
cessful, directing the Penitentiary Board
to contract for and provide such quan-
tity of lignite and oil or either of same
for the use of such smelting furnace and
iron manufactories as may be necessary
for their use and consumption there-
after; providing for the appointment of
2 general manager of the iron industry
of the Texas penitentiary and preserib-
ing his qualifications, powers, duties and
compensation, and prescribing certain
duties of the Superintendent and Finan-
cial Agent of Penitentiaries in relation
to said iron industry and its general
manager; and making appropriation
therefor.”

Read first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on Penitentiaries.

By Senator Decker:

Senate bill No. 17, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to fix a time of holding the
courts in the Forty-seventh Judicial Dis-
trict ofi Texas.”

Regd first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on Judicial Distriets. '

By Senator Decker:

Senate bill No. 18, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to render more effective and ef-
ficient the present road law of the State

of Texas in its application and operation
in the county of Wilbarger.”

Read first time, and referred to Com-
mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries.

By Senator Hale:

Senate bill No. 19, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 3142, and to
repeal Articles 3143 and 3144, Title
LXII, Chapter 1, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of the State of Texas, defining
who are cxempt from jury service.”

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1.

By Senator Faubion:

Senate bill No. 20, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 1316, Chapter
12, Title XXX, of the Revised Civil Stat-
utes of the State of Texas.”

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1.

By Senators Savage and Decker:

Senate bill No. 21, A bill to he entitled
“An Act to exterminate prairie dogs in
Texas by allowing citizens in counties to
vote a tax upon themselves for the pur-
pose of this act; providing means of ex-
termination, and declaring an emer-
ency.”
Read first time, and reefrred to Com-
mittee on State Affairs.

By Senator Davidson of DeWitt:

Senate bill No. 22, A bill to be entitled
“An Aect to organize a Board of Pardon
Advisors and more fully define its power
and duties.”

Read first time, and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1. '

COMMITTEE REPORT.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, January 16, 1903.

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the

Senate.

Sik: Your Committee on Stock and
Stock-raising, to whom was referred

Senate bill No. 8, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Section 1, Chapter
128, of an act passed by the Twenty-
sixth Legislature of the State of Texas,
and sent to the Governor for his approv-
al on the 20th day of May A. D. 1899,
and entitled ‘An Act providing a mode by
which horses, mules, jacks, jennets and
cattle may be prevented from running at
large in the following counties, or in any
subdivision of said counties, viz.: Cooke,
Bell, Ellis, Montague, Fayette, Johnson,
Collin, Rockwall, Lamar, Milam, Den-
ton, Falls, Navarro, Fannin, Hunt, Tar-
rant, Grayson, Guadalupe, Dallas, Aus-
tin, Brazos, Lavaca, Colorado, Washing-
ton, Williamson, Smith, Delta,” so as to
place McLennan and Limestone counties
ander the provisions of said chapter, and
to declare an emergency,”
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Have had the same under considera-
tion, and I am instructed to report it
back to the House with the recommenda-
tion that it do pass.

HILL, Chairman.

NO. 1 SIGNED BY THE
PRESIDENT.

The Chair gave notice of signing, and
did sign, in the presence of the Senate,
after its caption had been read,

House Concurrent Resolution No. 1,

Relating to the unveiling of the statues |

of General Sam Houston and Stephen F.
Austin. '

ADJOURNMENT.

On motion of Senator Davidso‘zi of De-
Witt, the Senate adjourned until 10
o’clock a. m. tomorrow.

»

FIFTH DAY.

: Senate Chamber,
Austin, Tex., Saturday, Jan. 17, 1903.
Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
Lieutenant-Governor Browning in the

chair.

Roll called. Quorum present, the fol-
lowing Senators answering to their

names:
Brachfield. Henderson.
Cain. Hicks.
Davidson of Hill.
DeWitt. Mills.

Davidson of Morris.

Galveston. Patteson.
Decker. Paulus.
Douglass. Perkins.
Faubion. Savage.
Faulk. Sebastian.
Grinnan. Stafford.
Hale. Willacy.
Harbison. "Wilson.

Absent.
Beaty. Lipscomb.
Faust. McKamy.
Harper.
Absent—Excused. -

Hanger. Martin.

Prayer by Chaplain, Rev. L. 8. Daven-
port.
. Pending the reading of the Journal of
yesterday,
* On motion of Senator Savage, the
gsame was dispensed with, ‘

EXCUSED.

On motion of Senator Morris, Senator
Faust was excused from attendance

upon the Senate until Monday on ac-

count of sickness.

On motion of Senator Hale, Senator

-Harper was excused from attendance

upon the Senate until Monday on ac-

» .count of sickness.
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION |

On motion of Senator Paulus, Senator
Lipscomb was excused from attendance

‘upon the Senate for today on account of

important business.

On motion of Senator Henderson, Sen-
ator McKamy was excused from attend-
ance upon the Senate today on account
of important business. - :

On motion of Senator Stafford, Sena-
tor Hanger was excused from attendance
upon the Senate today on account of
sickness in his family.

On motion of Senator Perkins, Sena-
tor Martin was excused from attendance
upon the Senate today on account of
sickness. -

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

To the Legislature:

Acknowledging the receipt of the con-
current resolution relative to the unveil-
ing of the statutes of General Sam Hous-
ton and Stephen F. Austin, I have to
respectfully invite and request the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives to be
present at and participate in such cere-
monies, which are to take place upon
the lower floor of the capitol at 8 o’clock
p. m. on Monday, the 19th inst.

JosEpH D. SAYERS,
Governor.

'COMMITTEE REPORTS.

Committee Roofn,
Austin, Texas, Jan. 16, 1903.

Hon. J. N. Browning, President of the
Senate. _

Sir: Your Committee on Towns and

‘City Corporations, to whom was refer-

red : ‘

Senate bill No. 9, being a bill to be
entitled “An Act to amend Section 13,
Chapter 12, of an act entitled ‘An Act to
incorporate the city of Beaumont, to
grant it a special charter and fix its
boundaries,” adopted by the Twenty-
sixth Legislature, relating to the treas-
urer of said incorporated city, so as to
provide that-the treasurer of said city
shall be treasurer of the school fund of
said city, defining his duties and fixing
compensation for all duties performed
by him as such treasurer of the cit{y of
Beaumont, including the duties' per-
formed by him as treasurer in handling
the school fund, and to repeéal all laws
and - parts of laws in conflict with this
amendment,” . :



